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Life issues, farms dominate bishops’ meeting 


By Liz S. Armstrong 
WASHINGTON (NC) — Capital 


punishment and the “‘consistent ethic”’ of 
life took center stage late Nov. 11 at a 


’ news conference capping the first day of 


the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops general meeting in Washington. 


The plight of the American farmer and 
the need for a comprehensive agricultural 
policy also drew attention after the 
introduction, during the meeting, of an 
unanticipated statement on the farm 
crisis. 


DRAFTED BY about 50 bishops 
shortly before the meeting, the farm 
statement awaited action later. 


Related stories on 
U.S. bishops’ annual meeting 


on pages 7, 8, and 9 


Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of 
Chicago, chairman of the NCCB 
Committee for Pro-Life Activities, 
reiterated at the news conference his 
‘consistent ethic’’ linking such life- 
related issues as abortion, the death 
penalty, and nuclear war. 


He discussed the pro-life ethic in the 
context of the proposed ‘‘Pastoral Plan 


CHD collection benefits 
local self-help agencies 


By Veronica Garcia 


SAN DIEGO — Two San Diego 
organizations are among the 217 self-help 
projects throughout the country that have 
been awarded grants and loans from the 
1985 Campaign for Human Development 
(CHD). 

Continental Craft, a Refugee and 
Resettlement Office operation, and the 
San Diego Organizing Project (SDOP) 
will receive close to $63,000 from CHD’s 
nationwide total of $6.5 million, said 
Father Douglas Regin, the local CHD 
technical adviser who moniters locally 
funded projects. 


SPONSORED BY the U.S. Catholic 
bishops, CHD provides financial support 
to self-help projects organized and 
controlled by groups of poor and low- 
income persons, according to a CHD 
press release. CHD is the largest funding 
agency of its type in the nation. 


Msgr. William Kraft, local CHD 
director, said the funds provide ‘‘a hand 
up not a hand out.” Funds are awarded 
to self-help agencies, social justice groups, 
and organizations that help the poor, he 
added. 


Of the funds collected for CHD in the 
diocese, Father Regin said that 75 percent 
are sent to the national CHD campaign. 


THE REMAINING 25 percent stays 
in the diocese and is ‘‘used by the bishop 
at his discretion,’’ Msgr. Kraft explained. 


Over the years area agencies have 
received far more money from the 
national campaign than has been 
contributed by the diocese, Father Regin 
noted. . 


To receive national CHD funds, local 
organizations must first submit an 
application to a diocesan review panel. 
Father Regin is a member of that panel. 
An application is also sent to the national 
office in Washington, D.C. 


THE NATIONAL office contacts 
Father Regin about local agency 
applicants. A committee then reviews the 
applications received from around the 
country before a bishops’ committee 


- makes its final CHD award designations, 


Father Regin explained, adding that the 
review process usually takes from January 
to April. 

Father Regin said SDOP’s CHD grant 
of nearly $43,000 will be used to start a 
project in the South Bay similiar to the 
program the organization operates in 


“Southeast San Diego. A coalition of 14 
grassroots neighborhood organizations, 
SDOP members work to improve the 
quality of life through neighborhood 
improvement projects. SDOP groups 
tackle public safety, crime, youth 
unemployment, and education problems 
in their respective communities. 

Grace Kepler, Continental Craft 
program director, said the CHD award 
will be used to fund the agency’s newitig 
workshop. The shop is a “‘little factory”’ 
with facilities for five industrial sewers 
and a supervisor, she said. The factory is 
located in the Refugee Resettlement 
Office, a United States Catholic 
Conference program, in the Mission 
Gorge area. 


BESIDES THE CHD funds it has 
received over the past three years, the 
resettlement office gets aid from San 
Diego County to help train the local 
refugee population, Kepler said. The 
Community College District also 
provides refugees with vocational English 
instruction, she added. 


Clothing and accessories made in the 
sewing workshop are sold at the 
Continental Craft store in the Old Town 
Galleria, Kepler said. The clothing 
features the ethnic stitchery of the Hmong 
people, natives of the hills of Laos. The 
store also carries the handicrafts of other 
ethnic groups, such as Ethiopians and 
Rumanians, she said. 


Refugees trained on sewing machines 
at the factory and cash registers at the 
store often find work through the 
resettlement office’s job placement 
service, Kepler said. Of the 350 people 
trained over the past three years, most 
have found employment, she added. 


UNLIKE CONTINENTAL Craft, 
most groups do not receive three years of 
national CHD funding, Father Regin 
said. CHD-funded agencies are evaluated 
every year, and there is no guarantee a 
group will receive money from one year 
to the next. Three years is the most an 
organization may be awarded CHD 
funds, he said. 


In its 15-year history, close to $88 
million has been allotted through the 
national CHD. More than 2,400 projects 
have benefitted from the campaign. 


CHD is supported by nationwide 
annual collections during the Thanks- 
giving season. A CHD collection will be 
taken in diocesan parishes Nov. 24. 


for Pro-Life Activities; A 
Reaffirmation,’’ an expanded reiteration 
of the bishops’ 1975 pro-life pastoral plan. 


THE 1985 plan, like its predecessor, 
highlights the abortion issue. However, 
the new version, to be voted upon later in 
the meeting, goes further in discussing 
other life-related issues as well. 


“‘Tt’s true that this pastoral plan focuses 
primarily on abortion,’’ especially in its 
sections on pastoral care and _ public 
policy, the cardinal said. Yet it also 
stresses that there are other life issues as 
well, he added. 


In addition, he said, the bishops, 
through their various programs in the 
bishops’ conference, “‘are addressing a 
number of public policies, a number of 
social concerns.”’ 


IN THE pro-life plan, ‘“‘what I’ve 
been trying to do is to show these (issues) 
are not totally disconnected. You have to 
see all of these pieces coming together in 
one vision”’ in the consistent ethic of life, 
he added. 


“Obviously,’’ he stated, ‘‘capital 
punishment is in a different category”’ 
from abortion, poverty, nuclear war, or 
other life issues. The Church has 
historically permitted use of the death 
penalty by the government in certain 
instances, he said. 


Abortion, by comparison, is_ the 
“direct taking of innocent unborn 
life. . . . That has never been permitted”’ 


by the Church, he said. 


HE DECLINED to say how he would 
evaluate a given politician who agrees 
with the bishops on some pro-life issues, 
such as abortion or capital punishment, 
but not others. 


“‘T am not in the business of endorsing 
or opposing particular candidates,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We address the issues. Then, it’s 
up to those who are voting to decide.’’ 


However, he said, his general view is 
that “‘if you are truly pro-life then you 
must take a pro-life position on all of these 
issues.”” 


Archbishop Ignatius J. Strecker of 
Kansas City, Kan., discussing the farm 
crisis and the proposed bishops’ statement 
on the issue, said that if the family farmer 
fails, the corporate farmer will probably 


’ fail as-well — or pull out of agriculture in 


pursuit of more lucrative financial 
opportunities. The issue is not just farms 
but food, he added, “‘food at a reasonable 
pricé that even the poor can afford.”’ 


é oh ) My Lou Aguirre 


ELEPHANT RIDER — Before leaving for the U.S. bishops’ meeting in Washington, 
D.C., Bishop Warren L. Boudreaux of Houma-Thibodaux, La., relaxed a bit by riding 
an elephant during the opening of the Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus in Morgan 
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Briefs 


Relief check delivered — Archbishop 
Roger Mahony of Los Angeles personally 
delivered a check for $344,000 to Cardinal 
Ernesto Corripio Ahumada of Mexico City to 
assist victims of the September earthquakes 
that brought death and destruction to the city. 
The donation brought the total contributions 
of the parishes of the Los Angeles, Ventura, 
and Santa Barbara counties in California to 
more than $1 million, exceeding any other 
similar collection in the history of the arch- 
diocese. 


Irish shrine attacked — In Ballinspittle, 
Ireland, three men have been charged with 
axing and hammering a plaster statue of the 
Virgin Mary believed by many to have 
miraculous powers. The men were fined 
$1,400 each Nov- 1 and were due to reappear 
in court Nov. 8. The three — including a self- 
described ‘‘Christian preacher’? — had driven 
to the Marian shrine outside the village of Ball- 
inspittle in County Cork Oct. 31. They 
jumped an electrified fence and attacked the 
statue with an ax and hammer. About 40 
people were praying at the shrine at the time. 
One man said that ‘‘the men just laughed and 
appeared to be smiling at the man in the car 
who was taking their photographs.’’ 


Civil rights leader dies — James E. 
Groppi, who in the 1960s drew national 
attention as an inner-city priest leading civil 
rights battles in Milwaukee, Wis., died of 
cancer Nov. 4: He was 54. Repeatedly 
arrested in the late 1960s as he led marches for 
desegregated schools, open housing, and other 
racially-charged causes in Milwaukee, Groppi 
left the active priesthood in the early 1970s. He 
was formally suspended from the priesthood in 
1976 when he married Margaret Rozga, a 
college English teacher and longtime colleague 
in civil rights activities. 


Innocent verdict — Bryan Stanley, 30,- 


was committed to Mendota Mental. Health 
Institute in Madison, Wis., after a judge ruled 


On the line — New Orleans Archbishop Philip M. Hannan (third from left) helps out on a 
sandbag line in an effort to shore up a broken levee in New Orleans. Four days of high winds 
from Hurricane Juan brought water from the Gulf of Mexico, area marshes, and lakes into 
residential areas, flooding homes and displacing thousands of families. The 72-year-old arch- 
bishop stayed most of the night working the line and assisting flood victims. (NC photo) 


that he was innocent of first-degree murder by 
reason of insanity in the shooting deaths of 
three persons at a La Crosse parish. La Crosse 
County Circuit Judge Peter Pappas concluded 
Oct. 30 that Stanley was not legally 
responsible for the slaying last Feb. 7 of Father 
John Rossiter, Ferdinand Roth Sr., and 
William Hammes at St. Patrick Church in the 
La Crosse suburb of Onalaska. Stanley had 
been upset because girls were allowed to read 
Scriptures at Mass. 


‘Self-destruct’ — Dissident French Arch- 
bishop Marcel Lefebvre has predicted that the 
Nov. 24-Dec. 8 extraordinary Synod of 
Bishops will take the Church a step closer to 
“‘self-destruction’’ by uncritically ratifying 
changes made by the Second Vatican Council. 
Archbishop Lefebvre also said he might decide 
to ordain bishops, an act that would cause a 
schism in the Church. The archbishop made 
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his comments in an interview with the Italian 
news agency ANSA in which he also said that 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of the 
Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, has a more negative view of the post- 
conciliar Church than he does. 


Mother Teresa intervenes — Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta has urged Gov. Thomas 
Kean of New Jersey to sign into law legislation 
that would permit shelters for unwed mothers 
and their children in private homes. Mother 
Teresa made the comments in a letter 
delivered to the governor’s office in Trenton. 
She wrote it during her visit to the United 
Nations in late October for the U.N.’s 40th 
anniversary ceremonies. According to a 
spokesman, Kean had no plans to respond to 
the letter but would ‘‘take it into consideration 
when he gets around to making his decision.’’ 
The legislation, unanimously approved by 
both houses of the New Jersey Legislature, 
was introduced after a woman in Ramsey, 
N.J., was fined $10,000 for sheltering unwed 
mothers and their children. She was charged 
with running an illegal boarding house, 
although she did not charge rent. 


Faithful son’s duty — Bishop Paolo 
Hnilica wanted to return to his native Czecho- 
slovakia to ‘‘perform the last duty of a faithful 
son’’ for his terminally ill 82-year-old mother 
— “‘to close her dying eyes.’’ However, the 
64-year-old bishop, who fled’ religious 
persecution in his country 34 years ago, was 
unable to perform that final act. The Czecho- 
slovakian government denied him a visa, 
saying he has to ‘‘face the consequences’’ of 
leaving his homeland. According to Slovakian 
tradition, closing a parent’s eyes is the last 
filial obligation of the eldest son, Bishop 
Hnilica said. ‘‘In the eyes of a Slovakian, this 
(refusal) is an outrage,’’ he told National 
Catholic News Service during an interview in 
his Rome office. 


Cardinal Manning honored — Cardinal 
Timothy Manning, retired archbishop of Los 
Angeles, was honored by the California 
Catholic Conference ‘‘for his many years of 
selfless, gentle, and wise leadership as 
founding president of the episcopal conference 
of California.’’ The award, a poem titled ‘‘He 
Who Honors God,’’ was presented to 
Cardinal Manning at the annual meeting of 
the state’s bishops in October. 


Pro-life gains — Nightly news coverage of 
abortion by ABC, NBC, and CBS has taken 


“‘a decided tilt’’ in favor of the pro-life side” 


since the beginning of 1985, according to a 
study by TV Guide magazine. To measure 
news coverage, the article’s author, Joanmarie 
Kalter of TV Guide, studied evening news 
stories from January 1983 through February 
1985 and interviewed activists on both sides as 
well as reporters, sociologists, and pollsters. In 
1982, the abortion issue received about 33 
minutes of network news coverage all year 
compared to almost 53 minutes in January 
1985 alone, according to Ms. Kalter. The 
report appears in the Nov. 9 issue. 


Three New England towns defeated 


referendums asking whether the 1973 U.S. 


Supreme Court decision on abortion should be 
overturned. The referendums were believed to 
be the first asking voters their views on the 
Supreme Court ruling that had struck down 
most state restrictions on abortion. In Bristol, 
Conn., where the referendum originated, 55 
percent of the voters opposed the measure. 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Friday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Hotel Inter- 
Continental, U.S.D. Dean’s Ball. 

Saturday, Nov. 16, 5:30 p.m., 
Descanso, Mass for 50th anniversary of 
Our Lady of Light Church. : 

Monday, Nov. 18, 5:30 p.m. Church 
of St. Mary Magdalene, Mass and dinner 
for alumni of St. John’s Seminary. 

Tuesday, Nov. 19, noon, bishop’s 
dining room, Noah Homes’ meeting and 
luncheon. 

Saturday, Nov. 23, 9 a.m., Alpine, 
Queen of Angels parish, D.P.C. general 
meeting. 

Saturday, Nov. 23, 3 p.m., liturgy and 
dedication of Ascencion parish center. 

Sunday, Nov. 24, 2 p.m., Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Liturgy of the Hours, 
closing of RENEW. 


Father Peter M. Escalante 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 


Saturday, Nov. 16, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 


Hispanic Encuentro, La Quinta de 
Guadalupe, Imperial Beach. 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 10:30 a.m., 


deanery meeting, 
conference room. 
Saturday, Nov. 23, 5:30 p.m., Mass, 
Iglesia del Espiritu Santo, Tijuana. 
Saturday, Nov. 23, 7 p.m., banquet, 
Our Lady of Angels parish hall. 


Diocesan Office 


Clergy assignments 


Father Daniel Polizzi has been 
appointed director of the Family Life 
Office effective Nov. 1. Father Polizzi has 
served as associate director for the past six 
years. As director; Father Polizzi will be 
responsible for pre-marriage preparation 
programs, the Natural Family Planning 
plugram, and Together 


program. 
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Referendum organizer Pat Mahoney said the 
vote still was a ‘‘major victory”’ for pro-lifers 
because the 55 percent opposition to the 
referendum was smaller than the 70 percent 
support for the abortion ruling that he said is 
claimed by abortion rights groups. 


Alarming trend — The U.S. Catholic 
Conference, which believes the death penalty 
“should be abolished,’’ urged Congress to 
defeat efforts to re-instate capital punishment 
at the national level. Father J. Bryan Hehir, 
secretary of the USCC Department of Social 
Development and World Peace, told the 
House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice that 
“the recent increases in the number of people 
on death row and the growing frequency of 
executions constitute an alarming trend.’’ 


Back in action — Coach Jim Brovelli of the 
University of San Francisco appaluds a good 
basketball workout at Memorial Gymnasium 
as the Dons resumed practice for the first time 
in three years. USF, which had won two 
NCAA titles, an NIT crown, and ranked in 
the Top 20 more than a dozen times, shut 
down its basketball program in 1982 after a 
play-for-pay scandal rocked the Jesuit-run 
school. With the coach are (from left) Mark 
McCathrion of Oakland, Bill Carr of Glen- 
dale, and Steve Hill of East St. Louis, Ill. 
(NC-UPI photo) 
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. Rituals help transform ordinary into divine 


By Joyce Carr 


SAN DIEGO — ‘‘Digging in a garden, taking a walk, 
and seeing the neighborhood for the first time’’ are rituals 
that can put people in touch with God, said Gertrud 
Mueller Nelson. 


‘‘The Church has always nourished us through rites 
and symbols, rhythm and repetition. As it celebrates our 
cycles and seasons, it invites us to see, feel, touch, and be 
transformed,”’’ she said. 


NELSON SPOKE on the meaning and use of rituals 
in worship and in the home at the October diocesan 
principals’ meeting. Nelson, a resident of Del Mar, has a 
background in sacred art, especially in illustration and 
stained glass. She has illustrated many books, including 
How Jesus Came, Clip Art for Feasts and Seasons, and her 
husband’s book, Who’s the Boss? Her book, To Dance 
with God — Family Ritual and Community Celebration 
will be released in the spring of 1986. 


‘‘Only the heart understands the language of symbols; 
our intellects do not understand the secrets of religious 
experience,’ she emphasized. 


Nelson stressed that our religious nature is at the root of 
who we are. If we don’t consciously feed and express this 
nature, ‘‘we will create a vacuum. Instead of meeting the 
awesome through ritual, we will be overawed by our 
habits and fears.”’ 


EXAMPLES OF ignoring one’s religious nature, she 
noted, are replacing fasts with diets and complaining of 
low back pain instead of ‘‘carrying the cross in 
constructive suffering.” 


The advertising profession capitalizes on people’s 
search for the ‘‘transcendent and need for transfor- 
mation,’’ she said. The ‘‘commercial world promises 
romantic love, perfect communication between the sexes, 
riotous weekends, cosmetics, gleaming bathrooms... . 
We are quick to believe religious experiences can be 
bought without pain and without having to wait.”’ 


Briefs: reflection 


SAN DIEGO — Mercy Hospital and Medical Center 
recently held its annual auxiliary luncheon to honor the 
hospital’s many volunteers. Those honored for giving 500 
hours of time were: Elly Cappelen, Ebba Cappelen, Fran 
Williamson, Sister Bartholmew, Ann Mussomeli, and 
Marge Acker. Sister Bartholomew received a special gift 
from the volunteers in the Mercy Gift Shop. 


Rese: 


SAN DIEGO — Mercy Auxiliary members preview 
holiday gifts and decorative items that will be available at 
Mercy Hospital and Medical Center’s annual Christmas 
bazaar. The auxiliary sponsored boutique will take place 
Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Hilton Hotel. 
Proceeds will benefit the Mercy Pediatric Unit. Lunch 
tickets may be purchased for $15. For more information, 


call 260-7082. 


SAN DIEGO — Beginning this month new plastic 
identification cards will be sent by the San Diego Blood 
Bank to all blood donors. The card is part of a 
computerized system installed at the Blood Bank to speed 
up the blood donating process. Donors can present the 
card at the Blood Bank when giving blood in the future to 
eliminate filling out information that is already on file. 


The I.D. cards should be kept with the donor at all 
times since it lists the donor’s blood type and total lifetime 
donations. It also has room to record future donations. 

Blood donors may obtain the cards at the Blood Bank 
or from the bloodmobile that travels throughout the 
county. The bloodmobile will visit a number of Catholic 
organizations this month. 

The bloodmobile will be at St. Pius X Church in Chula 
Vista Nov. 17 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will also be at 
Blessed Sacrament parish from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 


the same day. 
On Nov. 20 and 21 the bloodmobile will be at the 


Gertrud Mueller Nelson 


Celebrating the feasts of the liturgical year and 
engaging in the mysteries and themes of the liturgical 
seasons ‘‘allow us to become whole persons,’’ she said. 

“ADVENT, FOR example, engages that part of the 
human condition that involves waiting’’ to celebrate the 
mystery of the Incarnation, which joins heaven and earth, 
she explained. ‘‘Every transformation we undergo is a re- 
birth that requires waiting.” — 


A renewed faith can be found by ‘‘making ritual,” 
Nelson suggested. She contrasted children’s ‘“‘natural 
religious sense’’ with adults’ loss of that ‘‘easy, natural 
way of dancing with God,’’ such as a six-year-old’s 
remark at sunrise: ‘‘God is putting on His makeup.”’ 


Rituals are important for children when making 
transitions, such as arriving at school, going to bed, and 
getting up. Nelson suggested that being greeted as 
individuals at school can help prevent a child’s 
disorientation during this time of vulnerability. 


PEOPLE ‘‘MAKE ritual’’ to bring God into their 
lives, she said. ‘‘Making ritual,”’ a creative act and divine 
gesture, is done by giving form to space, time, and 
matter. 


Nelson illustrated people’s basic need to create sacred 
space. The Pueblo Indians left holes in their structures to 
invite the spirit’s entrance. A hole was also found in the 
Pantheon in Rome — first used by Romans to honor all 
their gods and later by Christians to honor the saints. 
Through the holes of baroque cathedrals, burning straw 
and doves were thrust, she said. 


‘‘We make vaulted forms in which to worship God, but 
we must be careful not to seal Him out,”’ she said. 


NELSON EMPHASIZED people’s attraction to the 
power of signs and symbols ‘‘that contain the divine. No 
object is too humble for the Incarnation. Baking bread 
expresses the yeasty growth of conversion; planting a 
garden reminds us that rejections can be transformed into 
growth,”’ she said. 


Her suggestions for making rituals include engaging 
feelings and the imagination; choosing ordinary tools of 
scripture readings, music, stories, gestures, and 
movement; using materials of earth, water, fire, and 
seeds; and producing ‘‘worthy work of our hands,’’ such 
as banners and vestments. 


days, MEND scheduled 


University of San Diego’s Salomon Lecture Hall from 9 


a.m, to 2 p.m. 
For more information, call 296-6393, ext. 37. 


JULIAN — Whispering Winds Conference Center in 
Julian is available for use during the day by groups 
numbering up to 120 people, according to Don Kojis, the 
center’s recently named executive director. Rental cost 
will depend on the number of people and time involved. 
Due to limited facilities, weekend conferences are not 
available. 

Besides Kojis, Marge O’Neill has been named the 
center’s administrative assistant and Rudy Regalado is 
associate executive director. Msgr. Peter Mimnaugh, 
pastor of St. Vincent Church in Mission Hills, Father 
Michael Smith, director of the Center for Liturgy and 
Prayer, and Doug Manchester are among the center’s 
board members. 

The center’s first weekend conference took place Aug. 
23-24. Jesuit Father John Powell from Loyola University 
in Chicago and Loretta Brady gave a series of talks on 
better communications at the meeting, which was 
attended by 110 people. Seven weekend conferences are 
planned for summer 1986. For more information, call 
234-5368. 


ALCALA PARK — A 90-minute stage production 
based on the 19th century poet Charles Baudelaire’s 
works will be presented by Compagnie Claude Beauclair, 
a theater company from Paris Nov. 16 at 1 p.m. at the 
University of San Diego. 

The show will take place on the Salomon Lecture Hall 
stage in DeSales Hall. 

The show is free to USD students and members of the 
Alliance Francaise, a coalition of local French groups. 
General admission is $5. Student admission is $3. 

For more information, call 260-4600, ext. 4441. 


ALCALA PARK — Two ‘“‘Advent Reflection Days’’ 
will be held Dec. 7 and 8 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Manchester Executive Conference Center, U.S.D. 


Jesuit Father Bernard Brown from Georgetown 
University will conduct the program, which will 
emphasize the Christmas-like optimism and hope 


grounded in God’s plan of our natural progress from life 
into Life. Father Brown will use the theology of Karl 
Rahner, Advent liturgy, and his own experience as 
hospital chaplain and college theology teacher of death 
and dying courses to answer questions on grieving, trans- 
forming suffering, suicide, and medical ethics. 

The suggested fee for the day is $10. Registration 
deadline is Nov. 15. For more information, call 574-6326. 


SAN DIEGO — Mothers Embracing Nuclear 
Disarmament (MEND) will host ‘‘Holiday for Peace,”’ a 
free holiday musical program dedicated to the memory of 
Samantha Smith, Dec. 1 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in the Star- 
light Bowl at Balboa Park. 


Television and stage performer David Ogden Stiers 
will moderate the event that will feature San Diego Opera 
soprano Pauline Tweed, Mujercitas Children’s Choir, 
the Rainbow Singers Children’s Choir, and the San 
Diego State Black Gospel Choir. 


Also scheduled are selected readings by children from 
San Diego’s Junior Theater, mass performance of the 
MEND song, ‘‘With Enough Love,’’ and a 30-second 
flashlight vigil in memory of Samantha Smith. In 1982, 
10-year-old Smith visited the U.S.S.R. at the invitation 
of Soviet leader Yuri Andropov. She and her father were 
killed this past September in a plane crash. 


MEND was founded by Linda Smith in April 1985 asa 
non-partisan, non-profit foundation. The organization 
hopes to make people aware of the rapidly growing threat 
of nuclear destruction and offer people a vehicle through 
which they can express their concerns about nuclear war. 


ALCALA PARK — Copies of the second draft of the 
U.S. bishops’ pastoral on the economy can be obtained 
from the diocesan Peace and Justice Office at 349 Cedar, 
San Diego, CA 92101; or call 231-2828, ext 62. Cost 
per copy is $1 or $2 mailed. 
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Continuing... 


The conclusion of RENEW should not convey finality. 
Our Living God calls for continuing evangelization and 
renewal responses in our individual lives and in the life of 
our parish. Where are we going? 
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== Viewpoint 


By Father Louis 
Copestake 


Newspaper brings us together 


Most of our Catholic people receive their information about 
the Church from secular sources. As a result, they have an idea of 
conflict and division within the Church being far stronger than 
whatever unifies us. They see the Church in political terms only, 
for that is the way their information has been presented by the 
secular media. 


The role of a diocesan newspaper is to hold up a mirror to our- 
selves, so that we can see not just myself but ourselves. This brings 
criticism from some Catholics who don’t want to hear about 
anyone but themselves. Criticism also comes from Catholics who 
don’t mind hearing something about others, but who wish to 
read more about themselves. Therefore, we hear from some 
readers that there has been ‘‘too much”’ about one thing, and 
from others that there has been ‘‘not enough’’ about something 
else. This is to be expected. 


Few vehicles are available in any diocese to bring all the 
different (if not divergent) groups together and to remind them 
why they are together. The diocesan newspaper is one such 
vehicle. In the pages of Southern Cross, people from Vista mingle 
with people from Chula Vista; so-called liberals mix it up with 
so-called conservatives; the rich and the poor learn about one 
another, as do the young and the old. 


An idea should emerge from these considerations that our 
Church is complex and at the same time unifying. Events are 
happening and people are being touched because they are among 
the People of God. We need to be reminded of this often, because 
it will motivate us to hold together. 


As we come to know about one another, we will begin to 
understand that we are stronger together than separately. 
Indeed, we are ‘‘more’’ Christian when united, since our social 
relationships are the ultimate proving ground for our beliefs. The 
effort it takes for us to be kind to one another as well as honest 
with one another is well worth it. 


‘Preservationist’ par excellence 


The San Diego City Council voted recently to block 
construction of a social center for Mission San Diego. As it now 
stands, the Mission parish must wait until September 1986 
before it may begin building. Thus has developed a quarrel that 
began in January, between those who are styled 
“preservationists’’ and the majority of the people who make up 
the Mission parish. At issue is the archaeological value of the 
land on which the social center might be built. 


I am not that familiar with the facts of the case, pro or con. I 
have noticed, however, that media coverage of this issue has 
given little appreciation to the pastor of Mission San Diego, 
Msgr. I. Brent Eagen. That is both unfortunate and unfair. 


Msgr. Eagen is a preservationist par excellence, even though he 
wants a parish social center. Since becoming pastor of Mission 
San Diego in 1971, Monsignor has transformed and yet 
preserved the properties he inherited. The Mission is now one of 
the most attractive and well-operated historical sites in Southern 
California. Several construction projects have been completed, 
such as the St. Bernardine Chapel and the spacious plaza next to 
the church. These projects handsomely respect the traditions of 
Mission San Diego. All the buildings are further enhanced by the 
beautiful and well-maintained landscaping. 


During Msgr. Eagen’s pastorate, there have been numerous 
artistic acquisitions, many of them created specifically for the 
Mission. Antique church furnishings, vestments, and other 
appointments reflect the mission epoch. The over-all effect upon 
the visitor is pleasing and devotional. 


Pope Paul VI honored Mission San Diego in 1976 by giving it 
the status of a basilica. This designation has been given to only a 
handful of Catholic churches in the United States. This honor 
was a recognition of the historical importance of our Mission. It 
was also a tribute to the efforts of Msgr. Eagen. 


Whatever the merits of the council’s decision to delay 
construction of the Mission’s social center, it would be false to 
depict the pastor of that parish as someone who does not respect 
the history of his parish. Msgr. Eagen has served the Mission 
well, and this needs to be said. 
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Letters... 


Jesus is Lord 


I quote from the article ‘‘Aids, 
Tridentine Mass concern liturgists’’ 
(10/24): ““Two parishes in the Diocese of 
Columbus, Ohio, have stopped 
distributing wine from the common 
communion cup, citing fear of 
communicable disease.’’ 


““Wine?”’ The blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is distributed from the common 
communion cup. The Diocese of 
Columbus, Ohio, should explain their 
Catholic doctrine and theology. 


If it is wine that is distributed, then 
indeed we have much to fear. The 
communion vessels would have to be 
sterilized. 


What about the host? Is it bread or is it 
the “‘body of Christ?”’ The real presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Mass is the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ. 


The communion service is the great 
healing service of the Church. Where 
Jesus Christ is He brings wholeness and 
new life. He is wholly and totally present 
in the Mass. - 


AIDS cannot be transmitted through the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Catholics, where is 
your faith? Do you know who it is you 
receive in the Mass? Jesus the healer — 
the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
What are you afraid of? Jesus Christ is the 
Lord! 


Bruce H. Frazer 
La Mesa 


Issue is clarification 


We would like to clarify two important 
issues mentioned in your recent article 
concerning the pro-abortion 
demonstration at the cathedral (11/7). 


The New York Times ad (Oct. 7, 1984) 
did not merely ‘‘call for dialogue on the 
issue of abortion.’’ Rather, the letter 
characterized a pro-abortion stand as 
“‘legitimate’’ within the limits of Catholic 
theology. The dishonest and erroneous 
use of the word “‘legitimate”’ is, of course, 
what has prompted the tremendous 
controversy about the ad. 


Southern Cross also reports: ‘‘Bishop 
Leo T. Maher (says) that (Dr. Via) may 
not speak at any church-sponsored 
gathering.’’ More accurately, Dr. Via’s 
talks have been postponed until she 
clarifies her position on abortion. From 
the very beginning of this controversy, 
the diocese has maintained that the 
central issue is not censorship, but rather 
a much-needed clarification about Dr. 
Via’s theological position. 


Rev. John G. Proctor, Jr. 
Rev. Mark A. Campbell 
San Diego 


Youth coverage 


I would like to sincerely thank you for 
all the wonderful articles, pictures, and 
coverage you have given to the youth 
activities in San Diego. I was thrilled with 
the articles on RAD Night and over- 
whelmed with the two-page spread on 
Youth Day. 


Please keep up the good work. It does a 
lot for the kids to see their activites being 
reported, and they are now reading the 
Southern Cross looking for articles on 
youth activities. 


Lynda Brooks 
Youth Minister 
Chula Vista 


Mary: safe refuge 


Michael Gallagher’s disgusting attempt 
to give even a feeble credit to director 
Jean-Luc Godard for directing the 
balsphemous and sacrilegious film about 
our Blessed Mother is a surrender to 
journalistic sophistication. 


The Virgin Mary is, as the poet 
Longfellow described her: ‘‘Our tainted 
nature’s solitary boast.’’ That description 
is beautiful, exactly correct, and 
completely deserved by Mary, the 
spiritual mother of us all and the Mother 
of our God, by reason of her bringing 
Jesus into this world. 


Pope 
Speaks 


Mystery of the Holy Trinity 
The following is the Vatican text of Pope John Paul II’s remarks in 
English at his weekly general audience in St Peter’s Square Nov. 6. 


Dear brothers and sisters, 


As I continue my catechesis on the Creed, I wish to speak 
today about the Church’s profession of faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. We believe that Jesus is ‘‘eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.”’ 


The truths that we profess in the Creed are based on the 
teaching of Christ Himself, the incarnate word of God, and were 
proclaimed in the preaching of the apostles. They are supported 
by the writings of the New Testament, which reveal to us not 
only the truth about Jesus Christ but also the mystery of the Holy 
Trinity, a mystery that goes beyond our ability to comprehend in 
its entirety. 


Throughout its history, the Church has professed its belief that 
God is one and three, and the Son of God is eternally begotten of 
the Father. The human mind could never pretend to understand 
fully the God who ‘‘dwells in unapproachable light.’? What 
divine revelation. allows us to do is to know through faith the 
essential elements of the mystery of the most holy Trinity. This 
knowledge deepens our desire to enjoy the beatific vision in the 
kingdom of heaven. 


Guest 


Writer 


By Rev. Francis G. Penko 


Family attendance at Mass 


Many years ago an otherwise forgotten researcher articulated 
the first of Murphy’s Laws: ‘‘If something can go wrong, it 
will.’” Since then, many corollaries have been discovered. I 
would like to suggest some that govern a family’s intention to 
participate as a family in Sunday Mass. 


1. The closer you are to being late for Mass, the greater the 
chance that at least two of the children will get into a fight. 


Corollary: The earlier you plan to leave home, the greater the 
chance that something will go wrong and you will be late. 


2. The chance of a child becoming ill during Mass is directly 
related to how close you sit to the front of the church. 


3. The quieter the church, the greater the chances of your 
child cracking his or her head on the pew in front of you. 


Corollary: The quieter the church, the louder your child will 
scream. 


4. Acchild who can sleep soundly through an entire noisy adult 
party will awaken at the first note of the organ. 


5. Hiccups will strike at least one child during the Eucharistic 
Prayer, thereby causing uncontrolled laughter among the other 
children and a contagion of hiccuping. 


6. A child’s need to go to the bathroom is directly related to 
how far you are from the end of the pew and will always occur 
when everyone is kneeling. 


7. The larger the sponge in the holy water font, the greater the 
chances of your child grabbing it. 


8. A baby bottle will become a weapon as soon as you look 
towards the altar. 


If you can wait long enough, your children will grow up, 
marry, and have their own families, and experience the same 
applications of Murphy’s Laws. 


| 


From Abraham to Joseph 
and Mary, the people longed 
for the birth of the Messiah. 


Two thousand years later, a- 


spiritual weakling dares to 
lend his talents to the 
desecration of that most 
wonderful event in history. 
She is the woman responsible 
for making possible every 
Christian church on the face 
of the earth. 


Mr. Gallagher’s summa- 
tion of the film, however, was 
redemptive and satisfactory. 
How does even a semblance of 
Catholicity manifest itself in 


the. actions taken by the 
International Catholic Film 
and - Audio-visual 
Organization? In 1985, this 
organization gave that 
offensive and repulsive film 
an honorable mention? 


The spiritual mother of us 
all deserves only respect, 
devotion, and constant love. 
In a world that is losing its 
spiritual sanity, Catholics can 
find a safe refuge in having 
trust and confidence in Mary 
leading us home to God. 


Bob Wangler 
Lemon Grove 
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Talks with Parents 
By Dolores Curran 


Well, you did it again. When I put out a call last May 
for anyone who was interested and willing in setting up an 
agency for teenagers to resist sexual pressures (a column 
called ‘‘A Catholic Answer to Planned Parenthood’’), I 
ended it with: ‘‘I think we could make it work. Is there 
anyone out there who wants to try?”’ 


‘*Yes,’’ you replied. Response was both overwhelming 
and gratifying. I received a few nasty letters, a dozen 
mentioning efforts that are already going on in the area, 
and nearly 200 supportive ones. Many of you wrote anon- 
ymously, saying you see the need and will support such an 
effort but can’t get actively involved. 


THIRTY-SEVEN SAID: ‘‘Count me in. What can | 
do?’’ This put me on the spot, of course. So I searched 
around for a group or person willing to coordinate a pilot 
program and serve as a networking agency. With God’s 
help, I found one. More on that later. 


Several respondents mentioned programs or resources 
already helping adolescents deal with pre-marital sex 
pressures. For readers who are interested, here are the 
ones mentioned. 


Teen-Aid, Inc. has a value-based curriculum being 
used in several areas. Its address is West 22 Mission, 
Spokane, WA 99201. Several readers mentioned Teen- 
Aid as being effective. 


Womanity, 2141 Youngs Valley Road, Walnut Creek, 


Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


One lovely fall day, when I should have been outdoors 
doing the endless things that need to be done in my 
garden, I spent several hours comfortably ensconced in a 
recliner, with a cup of coffee at hand, studying a book of 
color reproductions of magnificent 11th century monastic 
illuminated manuscripts. The illustrations were so 
engrossing that by the time I remembered my coffee it 
was cold and had grown a rather repulsive skin. 


I wondered about those monks of the Middle Ages. Did 
they spend all their days closetted in drafty libraries 
meticulously copying and painting, hour after lonely 
hour? Working by candlelight — or rush lights — as they 
must have, how long could their eyesight last? I could see 
them in my mind’s eye, crouched over their desks, hump- 
backed from being too long in one position, straightening 
every now and again to relieve the knife-like pain between 
their shoulders. 

DID THEY pray at their labors or were their thoughts 
somewhat less saintly? Did they find the work boring? Did 
they echo the words of the writer of Ecclesiastes that the 
writing of books is endless hard work? There are no 
answers in the ancient pages. 

On second thought, perhaps we do have some of the 
answers. On a closer look, the intricate designs are alive 
with all forms of life. Birds turn and strut through the 


Ins and Outs 
By Most Rev. Norbert F. Gaughan 
Bishop of Gary, Ind. 


CA 94596, a Christian group dedicated to chastity, offers 
pamphlets for teens. 


Couple to Couple League, P.O. Box 184, Salkum, WA 
98582, offers a filmstrip, ‘“The Springtime of Your Life,”’ 
which presents health and moral values of pre-marital 
chastity. 


Coleen Kelly Mast, Sex Education Consultant for the 
Diocesan Life Office in Joliet (IL), has written a 
curriculum entitled Sex Respect: An Option of True Sexual 
Freedom. She also founded a group of high school juniors 
who assist in giving programs on chastity for younger 
teens. Her address: 347 South Center, Bradley, IL 
60915. 


Harvest Christian Fellowships 6115 Arlington Ave., 
Riverside, CA 92504, offers tapes for adolescents and 
invites readers to send for a catalogue. 


Rev. Charles Fortier has developed a corps of 12 
couples who counsel teens in Spanish in the area of 
sexuality and chastity. Address: 1530 W. Ninth St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90015. os 


Two familiar groups were mentioned a number of 
times as having components on teen morality: Birthright 
and Natural Family Planning. Your diocesan office of 
family life can give you local persons to contact on these 
programs. Often they are listed in the phone book, as 
well. 


capital letters; fish swim into the loops of scrollwork; 
heraldic lions snarl at each other along the borders. The 
effect is quite bucolic in contrast to the limited theological 
symbols of our modern day. 


One can imagine the weary monk taking a walk — 
before vespers perhaps — and noticing the creatures 
moving from their hiding places to enjoy the quiet falling 
of dusk. His mind so clamorous with design would see 
more clearly the curve and flow of form and the beauty of 
each species. At his desk again what could be more 
natural than to transfer those images to his work and 
blend them into the pattern and sense. 


NO CHANCE for boredom then, as he wove the 
figures of those simple, ordinary creatures through the 
script to enliven the scholarly text. In doing so, our un- 
known monk was making his own statement. Where else 
do the lowly creatures of our world belong if not in close 
association with the word of God? How can we speak 
understandingly of Him without acknowledging our 
responsibility for and oneness with them? 


Man and beast, bird and fish grace the pages in equal 
splendour repeating over and over again that all are 
evidence of the infinite variety and glory of God, who 
does not need us to glorify Him but whose association 
with us lends us glory. It occurred to me that I might have 


Readers say, ‘Yes, we'll do it’ 


MY MENTIONING these resources does not mean I 
recommend them. I am not familiar with many of these, 
but I mention them because readers recommend them 
and you may want to check them out. 


Now for the best news. The Catholic Social Services of 
the diocese of Madison (WI), with the encouragement 
and approval of the Wisconsin Diocesan Family Life 
Directors, has agreed to serve as the contact and network 
for this project of piloting some kind of pre-teen sexuality 
agency. 

I am familiar and impressed with the Wisconsin Family 
Life offices, who have supported some of the most 
effective family and sexuality programs. It will mean 
more work and headaches for them but they can 
accomplish it, if anyone can. 


IF YOU are interested in getting a support agency 
going in your area, I urge you to contact Mr. Robert 
Hintz, Dir. of Catholic Social Services, 2702 Internation- 
al Lane, Madison, WI 53704 (phone: (608) 241-4499). 
Please do not write me. (I am still holding last May’s 
unanswered letters). 


Or call your chancery’s family life office and offer your 
support. If you can’t get actively involved but want to 
help financially with postage and materials costs, I invite 
you to send a small donation to Robert Hintz. God bless 
them for picking up my challenge. God bless all of you for 
your caring and gratifying response. 


All things bright, beautiful 


been lending my sympathy where it was not needed. 


It is presumptuous to feel sorry for a man whose work 
must have taken him on an extraordinary path of 
discovery and whose awareness must have opened like a 
flower in the sunlight as he reached for the vision to 
further his work. How much he and others like him might 
have learned quietly, day after day, in silence, their minds 
filled with imagery, their hearts open to God’s whispers. 


ALL THESE centuries later, their work speaks to us 
and leaves us gasping at the insight and implication they 
have left for us. We invented the printing press because 
copying manuscripts by hand is so tedious. Certainly, 
though, we have gained by it. We have lost, too. God 
could lay his calming hand on the heart of the printer of 
those far-off cloisters as He cannot in the clatter and din of 
a modern print shop. In many ways we have forfeited the 
quiet, silent meditative life for a frenetic, activity-filled, 
non-contemplative existence. 


We have built many machines to save time for us, only 
to feel driven to fill that time to the utmost with other 
pursuits. Our ‘“‘full’’ lives often leave no time for the 
fullness of life that Jesus desired for us. How foolish to 
pity the man his work and life-long dedication when, in 
truth, there is so much a Christian must find to envy! 


Polaroid society can influence church 


A commentator was explaining the results of Gorba- 
chev’s tenure and their effect thus far on the Russians. He 
said: ‘‘There’s a difference in time perception by the 
Russian people. Russia is not a Polaroid society, that is, it 
does not want quick snapshots immediately done.”’ 


Things move slowly, including changes, in Russia. It 
will take some time for Gorbachev to transform or alter 
Russian society even a little bit.’’ 


AS THE Church moves to assess the results of Vatican 
II in the 20 years after the closing of the council, the 
question can be asked: ‘“‘Are we a Polaroid Church?”’ 
That is, have we expected and produced immediate 
results? Are our expectations of Vatican II such that we 
want instant transformation? 


One of the great Vatican II surprises was how eagerly 
changes were carried out in America after the council. 
Some moved quickly to the task and overnight swept out 
the old and replaced it with the new. However, such 
alacrity was not the case, nor is it yet, throughout the 
world. A preliminary answer, therefore, may be: No, we 
are not a universal Polaroid Church. 


This is the Church that prides itself upon moving 
slowly. While we say God, the same, yesterday, today, 
and tomorrow, too often we think to identify the Church 
with God in the same way. Changes did take place within 
the total Church, but only over the centuries. Even the 
Reformation took decades, and the Counter-Reformation 
100 years and longer. Not all nations within the Pilgrim 
People moved with the same speed, nor have they effected 
some of the conversions of mind and heart called for by 
Vatican II. 


YES, THE Church in America is a Polaroid Church. 
The secular press, radio, and TV saw Vatican Il as a big 
story and jumped on it. Most of the media were 
sympathetic to changes for whatever reasons. Possibly 
they liked this story because of the hope that eventually 
the Church would rethink all those things against which it 
had solidly stood: divorce, rerharriage, abortion, birth 
control, etc. Their great gobs of publicity helped to 
produce a quick Polaroid picture of what Vatican Il 
wanted. Their unhappiness today may be that their 
expectations were not fulfilled. 


Also interested in a fast picture were people who were 
skilled in the new techniques of graphic arts, film, 
electronic modes of communication. They seized the 
opportunity to introduce new materials and aids to 
support Vatican II’s changes. Twenty years later we see 
how some have had success, others have disappeared. 


Where, for example, is Herder, that great publishing 
house that did so much in the early days of post- Vatican 
II to spread its ideas and disseminate information? It has 
disappeared, along with Sheed and Ward, and many 
Catholic publishers. A success story: Paluch in Chicago 
has reaped rewards by supporting parishes in liturgical 
changes with their missalettes and other aids. It even 
bought out one music publisher to provide hymns to be 
printed in their booklets. 


MANY PEOPLE were ready, willing, and able to 
assist in spreading these changes. Not the least of these 
helping to produce the Polaroid snapshot were those 
impatient with the old Church, who wanted something 
new and different. Yet, because of the council’s themes, a 


number of competent experts have arisen — some great 
scripture scholars, others skilled in theology. Many have 
helped us to understand what Vatican II was calling for 
and devoted themselves to that. Others stand ready to 
develop the picture more. 


The pace has not been the same throughout the world. 
This is one factor to be measured in the upcoming Synod. 
America exerts great influence. It is certain some at the 
Vatican are worried that while Americans may be 
exporting good ideas about Vatican II, others are showing 
flawed Polaroid pictures — under- or over-developed. 


Bishop Malone was right when, in his Synod report, he 
said it is too early to judge the results of Vatican I. One 
consequence of quick Polaroid mentality is that if we are 
interested in making a better print, we have to move to 
another kind of camera, one where we can get depth of 
field, better focus and composition. Then a photographer 
has time to study the scene and can introduce a variety of 
effects, soften harsh light, bring out the sections hidden in 
shadows to create a better pattern. That may be what the 
next 20 years have to be for us. 


As we praise God for the good things that came from 
Vatican II and prepare to take a better picture with a 
slower shutter speed, we have to do some serious studies. 
We want to carry out the vision of the council fathers, to 
picture the way the Church can interact with the world. It 
will show that the world is not to influence the Church so 
much as to change its mission. Rather, the Church is to 
help the world to get into the picture and have a more 
satisfying final print. 
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Religious freedom: American contribution . 


By Jerry Filteau 


No other document of the Second Vatican Council had 
so clearly an American stamp as the Declaration on 
Religious Freedom. 


The declaration was the crowning achievement of one 
of America’s greatest theologians, Jesuit Father John 
Courtney Murray. Of many approaches to religious 
freedom offered at the council, it was fundamentally the 
approach he had developed out of years of refléction on 
the American scene, which the world’s bishops adopted as 
their own. 


THE DECLARATION was approved and issued 
Dec. 7, 1965, at the final plenary meeting of the council 
before its ceremonial closing the following day. 


“The human person has a right to religious 
freedom. ... The right to religious freedom has its 
foundation in the very dignity of the human person, as 
this dignity is known through the revealed word of God 
and by reason itself,’’ the document declared. 


“Constitutional limits should be set to the powers of 
government (on matters of religion). ... The truth 
cannot impose itself except by virtue of its own truth,” 
not by outside coercion, it said. 


ONE OF the most controversial of many difficult issues 
that the council confronted, the religious liberty debate 
hinged ultimately for most of the council fathers on 
whether it could be justified as a development rather than 
a reversal of earlier official positions spelled out during 
the Church’s history. For centuries the Catholic Church 
had claimed a certain authority over the state and 
proclaimed the Catholic state as the ideal state. 


The sanctioning of doctrinal development implied in 
the council fathers’ approval of the religious freedom 
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VATICAN II 
REVISITED 


document ‘‘was a doctrinal event of high importance for 
theological thought in many other areas,’’ Father Murray 
wrote. 


He described the declaration as affirming three basic 
doctrinal tenets: ‘‘the ethical doctrine of religious freedom 
as a human right (personal and collective); a political 
doctrine with regard to the functions and limits of 
government in matters religious; and the theological 
doctrine of the freedom of the Church as the fundamental 
principle in what concerns the relations between the 
Church and the socio-political order,”’ 


AMERICAN BISHOPS played a key role in getting 
the document onto the council floor in the first place and 
in defending it during the debates — often with speeches 
written for them by Father Murray. 


During debates in 1964 on the document, one of the 
non-American bishops who rose up to plead for a strong 
council statement on religious liberty was a Polish arch- 
bishop named Karol Wojtyla — now Pope John Paul II. 


Renewed priesthood 


With its Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests, the 
Second Vatican Council tried to set in place a renewal of 
Catholic priests to match the renewal the council sought 
throughout the Church. 


The decree reaffirmed priestly celibacy in the Western 
church — even in its early versions, before Pope Paul VI 
said that was not an open issue for council debate. 


IT FOCUSED on preaching the Gospel and presiding 
over the Eucharist as central elements of priestly ministry. 


In the vision of the decree, the priest is a co-worker of 
the bishop in building up God’s people on earth; he is 
drawn from the community, yet set apart from the 
community; he is both leader and “‘brother’’ of those he is 
called to serve; he calls other Christians to fulfill their 
ministries and leads them in doing so. 
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Opposing any tendency to see a conflict between a 
priest’s personal spirituality and his active ministry, the 
decree declared that ‘“‘by their everyday sacred actions 
themselves, as by the entire ministry that they 
exercise .. . (priests) are being directed toward 
perfection of life.’”’ 


IT ENCOURAGED priests to support one another, 
Saying ordination unites them all ‘‘in an intimate 
sacramental brotherhood.’’ It also encouraged continuing 
education for the ongoing spiritual and ministerial 
development of priests. 


The decree, also known by its Latin title Presbyterorum 
Ordinis, was one of four documents finally approved and 
promulgated on Dec. 7, 1965, the day before the council 
ended. 


Its history was a good example of how the world’s 
bishops took control of a council statement and developed 
it far beyond what a commission originally intended. 


ORIGINALLY THERE was no special document 
planned on priests. They were dealt with in parts of a 
number of documents. 


In 1963, however, during debate on a chapter about 
priests in the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, the 
bishops insisted that priests should be treated as a separate 
topic as well. A commission drew up and circulated a 
council message to priests. The bishops rejected it as 
inadequate. 


As the council reconvened in 1964, a rather bare set of 
12 “‘propositions’’ on priestly life and ministry was 
presented, only to be overwhelmingly rejected by the 
bishops as inadequate. 


The persistent demands of the bishops for a more 
substantive document led finally to the decree, the most 
positive treatment of the meaning of priestly life and 
ministry ever to issue from a general council of the 
Church. 


Pope’s ambassador backs 
strong bishops’ conference 


By Jerry Filteau 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Archbishop Pio Laghi, 
papal pronuncio to the United States, warmly supported 
strong bishops’ conferences in a speech Nov. 11 to the 
U.S. bishops assembled in Washington for their fall 
meeting. 


He called the bishops’ war and peace pastoral that was 
issued in 1983 and the economic pastoral that the bishops 
currently are working on ‘‘important examples of how a 
bishops’ conference functions today.’’ 


HE PRAISED both projects for ‘‘both the content and 
the process used,’’ saying that the wide consultation 
entering into both letters ‘“‘makes the process. itself 
exemplary.”’ 


Archbishop Laghi called the approaching world Synod 
of Bishops, slated to meet in Rome Nov. 24-Dec. 8, 
“another occasion’”’ for the exercise of collegiality. 


While collegiality in a strict sense refers only to the 
world’s bishops acting in union with the pope, he said, 
there has also been extensive development since the 
Second Vatican Council of a collegial “‘methodology’’ or 
““style’’ of action. 
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By Julie Asher 
WASHINGTON (NC) — USS. policy in El Salvador 


continues the violence and bloodshed in that country, “‘all 
for the sake of our national security,’’ Bishop Walter F. 
Sullivan of Richmond, Va., told 150 people Nov. 11 ata 
Washington prayer service. 


The prayer service, sponsored by the Washington- 
based Religious Task Force on Central America, focused 
on the upcoming fifth anniversary of the murders of four 
U.S. churchwomen in El Salvador. 


MARYKNOLL SISTERS Maura Clarke and Ita 
Ford, Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel, and lay missioner 
Jean Donovan were found murdered in a ditch near the 
airport in San Salvador Dec. 2, 1980. 


Joining Bishop Sullivan in leading the prayer service 
were Bishop Maurice Dingman of Des Moines, Iowa; 
Auxiliary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton of Detroit, 
president of Pax Christi USA; Sister Miriam Therese 
Larkin, president of the Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious; and Marianist Father Steve Tutas, 
president of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men. 


The prayer vigil has been held during the U.S. bishops’ 
fall meeting for the last three years. 

BISHOP JOHN J. Fitzpatrick of Brownsville, Texas, 
Auxiliary Bishop P. Francis Murphy of Baltimore, and 
Auxiliary Bishop Peter A. Rosazza of Hartford, Conn., 
also attended the vigil. 


Bishop Sullivan called for opposition to the U.S. 
government’s policy that ‘‘supports the agents of death”’ 
in El Salvador and asked for a ‘‘recommitment to the way 
of God’s peace.”’ 

The four churchwomen: “‘died because they loved, and 
because they loved they stood in solidarity with the poor 
around them,”’ Bishop Sullivan said. 


ACCORDING TO a press release from the Religious 
Task Force, the women’s murders are the only ones 
where members of the Salvadoran security forces have 
been convicted on charges of human rights abuses, 
‘despite the deaths of over 50,000 Salvadorans including 
Archbishop Oscar Romero and four other U.S. citizens 
since 1979.”’ 


Bishop Sullivan noted that in the last five years he has 
seen President Reagan and others pay more attention to 
acts of terrorism. 

However, he said, for the four women, the murderers 
were only brought to justice because of pressure from 
family members and other interested individuals, not 
through the efforts of ‘‘an outraged president.” 


“THEIR DYING woke us from the slumber of 
complacency’’ about El Salvador, Bishop Sullivan said. 
Thousands had ‘‘suffered torture, pain, and even death 
itself?’ before the women died but people paid more 
attention after that, he said. 


‘‘Today, the president praises the democratic 
principles of that country because the body count has 
gone down but it is a sin against God and a crime against 
the people,’’ Bishop Sullivan said. 

He called for support of those ‘‘who through their 
religious convictions give sanctuary’’ to refugees from 
countries like El Salvador who enter the United States 
illegally. 


IN HIS remarks, Bishop Gumbleton read from a 
5-year-old letter written by Sister Kazel that described 
‘the suffering of the people of El Salvador.” 


Five years later, Bishop Gumbleton said, El Salvador is 
‘¢still writhing in pain and many are still facing loss of life. 
There is cruelty and volence there and in other countries 
of Central America.”’ 


He urged his listeners to “‘take up the witness of the 
four churchwomen to work for a course of peace for 
Central America.’”’ 


BISHOP DINGMAN said his recent trip to El 
Salvador brought home to him ‘‘what it is to be a 
martyr.” 

‘*We have to help them in their need,’’ he said. “‘When 
one member of the body of Christ suffers, all suffer. 
When one rejoices, all rejoice. That is living the paschal 
mystery.”’ 


Economy pastoral does praise capitalism ; 


By Jerry Filteau 
WASHINGTON (NC) — The Catholic bishops’ 


pastoral on the U.S. economy cannot praise capitalism 
any more than it already does ‘‘without going out of the 
mainstream of Catholic social teaching,’ Archbishop 
Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee told the U.S. bishops 
Nov. 11. ; 

‘The glorification of rugged individualism can often 
lead to a neglect of the common good,’’ the archbishop 
warned, ‘‘The profit motive of self-interest can often lead 
to greed and exploitation, . . . market trends can often 
lead to excessive and senseless consumerism.”’ 

SPEAKING AT the bishops’ yearly November 
meeting in Washington, Archbishop Weakland, head of 
the economy pastoral’s drafting committee, said the third 
and final draft of the pastoral would be sent out next June 
and brought to a vote by the nation’s bishops in 
November 1986. 

The first draft of the pastoral was released in November 
1984, and the second draft was issued in October 1985. 

Later during their Nov. 11-15 meeting the bishops 
were to hold small-group discussions on the second draft, 
then in another session discuss their concerns about the 
second draft with Archbishop Weakland. 

“‘THIS PASTORAL letter is not a how-to manual for 
the economy,’’ Archbishop Weakland said. ‘‘Rather it 
presents a moral vision and describes the aims and 
objectives that should guide economic decisions.”’ 

The archbishop also said that a planned “‘pastoral 
message,’’ considerably shorter and less technical than 
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the pastoral itself, will be made available to the bishops 
along with the third draft. 


“Tt will highlight the major themes of the draft and 
emphasize the practical consequences in daily life of the 
moral vision put forth by Catholic social teaching,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We hope it will be both reasonable and 
challenging, both realistic and prophetic.”’ 

SOME BISHOPS had called for a shorter message to 
accompany the pastoral letter because of the pastoral’s 
length and its technical treatment of some economic 
issues. 

Referring to critics of the bishops’ efforts to address 
socio-economic problems, Archbishop Weakland spoke of 
the. extensive consultations the committee undertook 
before writing even the first draft. 

‘I only wish that those who say the bishops are naive 
and uninformed had been able to participate in all those 
sessions that lasted from November of 1981 to July of 
1984,’’ he said. 


HE ALSO stressed that the pastoral’s purpose is not 
‘“technical analysis’’ but ‘‘a moral vision . . . that should 
guide economic decisions.”’ 
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on life’s 

big prizes. 
The Pulitzer. 
The Nobel. 
Oscars. 

Tonys. 
Emmys. 

But we’re 

all eligible 

for life’s 

small pleasures. 
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A full moon. 
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A glorious sunset. 
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Cold beer. 
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about 

copping life’s 
grand awards. 
Enjoy its 
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There are plenty 
for all of us. 


Responding to critics who have said that the pastoral 
recommends social programs that have failed, Archbishop 
Weakland said Medicare, Medicaid, and federal nutrition 
programs have contributed to “‘major declines in infant 
and elderly mortality rates.’’ 


He acknowledged that ‘‘there is clear evidence of 
failures’ as well, and ‘‘there is no quick fix for any of 
these issues.”’ 
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CRS appeals for priest’s release in Beirut 


NEW YORK (NC) — Catholic Relief Services in New 
York appealed Nov. 8 for the release of Servite Father 
Lawrence M. Jenco and his fellow American hostages in 
Lebanon and said the relief agency had no reliable 
evidence that threats to kill the hostages had been carried 
out. 

An anonymous tip was received Nov. 7 that six 


American hostages had been killed and their bodies 
dumped in a bombed-out factory. No bodies were found. 


»” 


and are growing impatient. . . . 
The Reagan administration rejected the appeal. ‘‘The 
president’s policy has not changed as far as negotiating 
with terrorists and will not change,’’ White House 
spokesman Larry Speakes said. ‘‘We do not negotiate 
with terrorists.’’ 
In another letter, addressed to the media, the captives 


said, ‘‘We have just been told that someone has claimed 
that Islamic Jihad has killed all of us. Obviously this is not 


MEANWHILE, HANDWRITTEN letters, true. Our captors say it was an attempt by the U.S. 
reportedly from four of the hostages, were delivered to a | S0vernment to spoil negotiations.”’ »|s 
Western news agency the following day. THE CRS statement, released Nov. 8 by spokes- 

The letters were reportedly from Father Jenco, CRS woman Beth Griffin, said, “To our knowledge, Father 
director in Lebanon; university professor Thomas Lawrence Martin Jenco, director of CRS DES sa 
Sutherland; Associated Press reporter Terry Anderson; Lebanon, and the other American captives are alive and 
and hospital director David Jacobsen. AP staff members we renew our appeal to their captors to assure that their 
identifed Anderson’s handwriting and signature in the _ lives are protected. 
letters. ““We hope and pray that the reported threats are not 

The four have been kidnapped by the Islamic Jihad carried out and that the anguish they bring to the families. 

(Holy War) group, which claimed Nov. 7 that it had Of the hostages is relieved. We further appeal to the NC photo from UPI 
killed six hostages. The letters did not include the names _aPtors to bring about the early release of these innocent wH/TE HOUSE REMINDER — A yellow ribbon, 
of university librarian Peter Kilburn or William Buckley, _ Victims. presented to President Reagan by families of 
a U.S. diplomat whom the Islamic Jihad claimed it had The CRS statement also asked the U-S. government Americans held hostage in Lebanon, hangs ona White eS ® 
killed in October. “to continue to exert every possible effort to assure the n ut aes Gee es See eine peer 

ONE OF the letters appealed to President Reagan to. Safe and early release obthe vane eee held in Lebanon. States is working for the release of the captives. At 
open negotiations with the Shiite Moslem kidnappers. Father Jenco, 50, a native of Joliet, Ill., was kidnapped east six Americans, including Servite Father 
“There is no alternative. They say they will not be moved Jan. 8 in Beirut. Lawrence Martin Jenco, continue to be held. 
Bishop Malone identifies key synod iss es 

By Liz S. Armstrong Malone first traced positive post-conciliar bishops’ conferences, modes of which reminds us that although not all 

WASHINGTON (NC) — The up- developments in the Catholic Church in collaboration among them, and the women’s issues can be discussed in justice | 
coming extraordinary Synod of Bishops the United States in the areas of competence of such conferences to raise terms, some must be.”’ GC «ae 
should address issues of collegiality, collegiality, ecumenism, and social issues for discussion by the whole Church, As he’ spoke, women dissatisfied with 
ecumenism, and social justice. —  ™unistry and then asked, ‘‘What ie he said. “The synod, in my'view, can’and» > the Chutch’s" treatment” of weien 
including justice toward women in the _ Shall we look for from the synod . . . : should address these issues and thus demonstrated outside the hotel where the 
Church — Bishop James W. Malone, He said that first Vatican II’s ‘‘impetus oars te sis cevrloniaent of bishops were convened. 
president of the National Conference of to collegiality, and especially to episcopal oth the theo ogical basis and the BISHOP MALONE al strated | 
Catholic Bishops, said Nov. 11. conferences, should be reinforced and _ Practical role of episcopal conferences.’’ his ‘‘basic judgment ie Pe aac 

Bishop Malone, of Youngstown, Ohio, _developed.’’ The council led to the Second, he said, ecumenism is now at teaching of Vatican II has been received | 
told his fellow bishops at their Nov. 11-15 ©XPansion of the old National Catholic the level “‘where new initiatives and in- in the United States as a blessing; the ; 
general meeting in Washington that it is Welfare Conference into the NCCB and sights are needed lest we lose the dynamic implementation of the council has been 
essential for those attending the synod to | Produced a more collegial framework for of the post-conciliar legacy.’’ Both at the fundamentally sound and fruitful.’’ 

( prepare in advance if the synod is to be _ the Church overall, he noted. level of ecumenical practice and “ey iio pret oh pa ahaa aie) eerie ( 
| successful, oe Bey theological principle, he added, ‘‘issues PR Le, ~ picerhon nb eine ] 
I BELIEVE I can testify in your have been denned tnd ks: larified | ™€4 to ignore either the complexity of 
THE SYNOD has been called by Pope _name to the value of the collegial principle that be Linnie ne ae Si cig the post-conciliar period or the fact that »* @ 
MN John Paul II to review implications of the and its expression in this conference,’’ ce mia em vain, Gee aes oO mistakes have been made. Nor do I deny 
Second Vatican Council 20 years later. Bishop Malone said. ‘‘It is necessary , Ee oie, that far more must be done,’’ he said. 
As president of the NCCB, Bishop _ however, to press the discussion beyond THE THIRD key area the synod “It remains true, however, that the : 
H Malone is the U.S. delegate to the synod. this general assessment.”’ should turn its attention to involves social . . i i : 
H : é 3 : : : ministry or social justice, he said Vatican council has already been for the 
3 In his presidential address, Bishop Questions remain about the teaching of Y Ns J ; Bh te Church in the United States a grace and a 
; The synod needs to hear the voice of gift, a stimulus to pastoral and theological s 
MESO OOo Sooo coc meccceconceceeseeeeee eee the leadership we have received from the renewal for many years to come.”? tl 
council and the popes on social seats ¥ 
j questions,’’ he said. ‘“The world needs to ES OFFERED an optimistic p 
d "A YY ge “Ve Endwetasid®: our mtcn country needs to prediction for the synod and had some 
OV ng emory hear, that what we have begun on social ne for those particpating in the synod r 
questions — from the option for the poorest ‘ 
‘ at to the advocacy of peace — will “I find dismaying the voices that speak ‘ , 
Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these continue.’’ of the synod with apprehension,” he said, a» 6 | 
beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy More troubling issues are posed by the 9% 4Pparent reference to those who have 
eternal happiness and peace. Amen. issues of justice within the Church, such rece ae ae anos Me = Be ve 
as the church’s economic policies and the ‘™ mans ee aig ae 
role of women, to cite two examples, he sie ENO AY NOG Ae: an JODEO unity. to (I 
aia’ enhance, ee and deepen ae a 
f 1h " ‘ } process of faithful interpretation o ; 
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GROWING CHURCH 


latest church estimates. 


but are 1984-1985 estimates. 


(in millions) 


Source: 1983 Statistical Yearbook of the Church 


The figures include an estimate of 16 million Catholics 
living in countries, mostly under communist rule, where 
church leaders are unable to report figures to the Vatican. 


THE FIGURES were reported in the 1983 Statistical 
Yearbook of the Church, which was published this year, 


Statistics from ecclesial jurisdictions able to report to 


1980 1983 


NC graph by Catherine M. Chant 


— The world’s Catholic population is estimated to be slightly 
more than 841 million, according to the latest Vatican report. Estimates include 16 
million Catholics living in countries, mostly under Communist rule, where church 
authorities are not able to report figures to the Vatican. 


Catholics number more than 841 million 


VATICAN CITY (NC) — The world’s Catholic 
population is slightly more than 841 million, according to 


yearbook says. 


statistical office. 


In 1970, there were a reported 653.6 million Catholics 
worldwide. That rose to 709.6 million in 1975 and to 
783.7 million in 1980, according to the Vatican’s 


THE YEARBOOK shows that as of 1983 Latin 
America was the region with’ the largest Catholic 
population — 345.5 million, or 41 percent of all 


Italy 
U.S. 


the Vatican show a Catholic population of nearly 825.6 Catholics. 
million, almost 18 percent of the world population, the 


Brazil had the largest Catholic population of any 
country — 116.8 million Catholics in a population of 
approximately 131.3 million. 


Other countries with major Catholic populations, 
according to the 1983 figures, were Mexico, 72 million; 
Italy, 55.7 million; the United States, 51.9 million, and 
France, 46.7 million. 


Catholic Populations 


(in millions) 
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CATHOLIC POPULATIONS — Chart shows the five nations with largest Catholic 
populations, according to the 1983 Statistical Yearbook of the Church. Brazil, with 
116.8 million Catholics, leads the world, having more than Italy (ranking third with 
55.7 million) and the United States (fourth with 51.9 million) combined. 


Source: 1983 Statistical Yearbook of the Church 
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Policy on legal status for aliens proposed 


By Stephenie Overman 
WASHINGTON (NC) — Generous 


legalization for illegal aliens should be 
““‘the centerpiece of immigration 
reform,’’ Bishop Anthony J. Bevilacqua 
of Pittsburgh said at the U.S. bishops’ 
meeting in Washington. 


Bishop Bevilacqua, chairman of the 
bishops’ migration and tourism 
committee, presented a resolution at the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
meeting in Washington that would 
formalize the NCCB position on 
immigration reform. The proposal was 
expected to be voted on by the bishops 
later in the meeting. 


ARCHBISHOP ROBERT F. 
Sanchez of Santa Fe, N.M., commended 
the migration committee’s action, saying, 
‘This is the first tine there has been a 
proposal for a written policy. Until now 


we have been reacting’’ to proposed 
immigration legislation. 


In his presentation Bishop Bevilacqua 
expressed hope that Congress would pass 
an immigration reform measure that 
grants legalization to a large number of 
illegal aliens, including those who have 
come to the United States most recently. 


The Church has always opposed an 
expanded temporary worker program, 
Bishop Bevilacqua said at a press 
conference after his presentation, but the 
new committee proposal ‘‘is a slight 
development in toleration of employer 
sanctions.’’ 


EMPLOYER SANCTIONS would 
penalize employers who knowingly hire 
illegal aliens. The Church, along with 
Hispanic and civil rights organizations, 
expressed concern that sanctions would 
cause some employers to discriminate 


Search underway for 
longest married couple 


FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas 
(NC) — Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
is looking for the longest married couple 
in the United States to honor on the sixth 
annual World Marriage Day. 


The celebration will be held Feb. 10, 
the Sunday before Valentine’s Day. 


WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE 
Encounter is known for holding 
““Marriage Encounter Weekends,’’ 
which are designed to make good 
marriages even better by teaching new 


ways to achieve better communication 
between husbands and wives. 


Last year’s oldest married couple was 
Mr.and Mrs. Hong Yen Wong of New 
York who were married for more than 81 
years. Mrs. Wong has since died. 


Couples married longer than 50 years 
are eligible for nomination. Names, 
address, phone numbers and wedding 
dates may be sent to ‘‘Longest Married 
Couple,’’ P.O. Box 340366, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas 78234. 


against anyone who appeared foreign. 


Bishop Bevilacqua said sanctions 
should be considered only if they are 


accompanied by stringent anti- 
discrimination legislation and ‘offer 
substantive reassurances that 


enforcement will not fall disproportion- 
ately on employers employing Hispanics 
and Orientals and on employers in areas 
with high concentrations of foreign born 
and other minority persons.’’ 


The Senate approved an immigration 
bill Sept. 19 that would grant amnesty to 
illegal aliens who entered the United 
States before Jan. 1, 1980. It includes 
employer sanctions and expands the 
temporary worker program that brings in 
foreigners for jobs that employers say they 
cannot fill with American workers. The 
temporary worker program was modified 
to end in three years unless Congress 
revives it. 


THE TEMPORARY worker program 
in the pending House of Representatives 


CARPET NEWS! 


CARPET NEWS — THINK TO WINTER! A crisp dawn and your cute 


bill “‘is not as offensive as the Senate 
program’’ Bishop Bevilacqua said, but 
“‘we’re still not happy with it’’ because it 
would probably be weakened in any 
compromise with the Senate version. 


The danger of temporary worker 
programs, according to the committee, is 
that they contribute to an ‘‘erosion of 
protections offered U.S. farm workers 
and the deterioration of the wages as well 
as living and working conditions for all 
farm workers.’’ 


Bishop Bevilacqua said his committee 
had no position on the House bill, which 
could come up for consideration the week 
after the bishops’ meeting. 
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Council renewed effort 
toward Christian unity 


NC News Service 

VATICAN CITY — Church officials 
worldwide are preparing to assess the 
impact of the Second Vatican Council at a 
time when Catholic authorities disagree 
over whether applications of its teachings 
have been generally good or bad. An 
extraordinary Synod of Bishops, 
scheduled by Pope John Paul II for Nov. 
24-Dec. 8, is to be the forum for a study of 
how the council teachings have been 
applied in the past two decades. 


Christian unity 


On Dec. 11, 1983, Pope John Paul IT 
joined the 500-member Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Rome in a service 
commemorating Martin Luther’s birth, 
and in a homily predicted the ‘‘distant 
dawn’’ of unity between Catholics and 
Lutherans. 


The event was a historical moment for 
Christianity, marking the first time a 
pope had participated in a Lutheran 
church’s worship service. It also 
illustrated the progress in ecumenism that 
has taken place since the Second Vatican 
Council firmly committed Catholics to 
the search for Christian unity. 

PRIOR TO the council, which opened 
in 1962, Catholics were forbidden by 
canon law to participate in non-Catholic 
worship services. 

Yet, 21 years later Pope John Paul 
preached at a service marking the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of the Catholic 
priest whose excommunication over 
reform issues sparked the 16th-century 


Reformation and planted the seed of the 
major splits in Western Christianity. 


“‘T have come because the spirit of God 
is calling us to search for full unity of 
Christians through ecumenical 
dialogue,’’ Pope John Paul told the 
Lutherans in Rome. 


‘“WE SEEM to discern the distant 
dawn of the advent of a recomposition of 
our unity and community,”’ he said. 


In visiting the Lutheran church, the 
pope was applying the Vatican II Decree 
on Ecumenism, approved Nov. 21, 1964, 
which allowed Catholics to participate in 
joint worship services that pray for unity. 


The council decree called restoration of 
Christian unity ‘‘one of the principal 
concerns of the Second Vatican Council’’ 
and outlined a program of Catholic 
participation in theological dialogues, 
ecumenical prayer services, and social- 
action projects. It also tied ecumenism to 
the general theme of Vatican II, the 
renewal of the Catholic Church. 


SINCE THEN the Vatican has 
launched international dialogues with the 
Orthodox, Anglicans, Methodists, 
Lutherans, Reformed Christians, 
Baptists, Pentecostals, and Disciples of 
Christ. 


Although not a member of the World 
Council of Churches, the Catholic 
Church cooperates with many of its 
programs and participates in a joint 
working group. In addition, 12 church- 
approved Catholic theologians are on the 
WCC Faith and Order Commission, 
which studies issues that unite and 
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separate Christian churches. 


The new Code of Canon Law 
specifically requires bishops to foster 
Catholic participation in ecumenical 
activities. 


THE DIALOGUES have shown a 
wide range of agreement on many issues 
that historically divided Christian 
churches. They also have pinpointed still- 
thorny disagreements. Many disagree- 
ments focus on church authority, 
especially on the role of the pope and the 
Catholic belief of papal infallibility in 
matters of faith and morals. 


The Catholic-Anglican theological 
dialogue progressed so far that in 1982 
church leaders started a second phase 
aimed at recommending practical steps 
for restoring organic unity and removing 
barriers to the joint recognition of 
ministries. Pope John Paul traveled to 
England in May 1982 to sign the second- 
phase common declaration, along with 
Archbishop Robert Runcie of Canter- 
bury, leader of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion. 


Despite the advances, however, the 
Catholic Church’s commitment to 
ecumenism is being seriously questioned 
in some quarters. 


CRITICS CITE the pope’s frequent 
cautions to Catholics against diluting 
church doctrine, his prohibition of joint 
Communion prior to full unity, and his 
tough, disciplinarian approach to internal 
church problems. 


During the pope’s May visit to the 
Netherlands, the Rev. Henk Huting, 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, told the pontiff that Catholic 
policy “‘in recent years has been aimed at 
discouraging ecumenical contacts rather 
than encouraging them.’’ He said the 
policy is evidenced in the Netherlands by 
the appointment of bishops lacking the 
ecumenical impulse of their predecessors. 


International and local Catholic 
officials, however, say that slowdown in 
visible progress reflects a crucial stage in 
ecumenism. 


TWO KEY characteristics of this stage 
are: 


© The focusing of the dialogues on key 
faith issues involving the religious and 
historical identity of the churches, 
preventing common agreements from 
being quickly reached. 


e Inherent differences in the churches’ 
structures that, after a rapid initial 
increase in cooperation on social issues 
and projects, hinder further cooperation 
on developing policy. 


NC photo from KNA 
HISTORIC HOMILY — Pope John Paul II delivers his homily at the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Rome in December 1983. It marked the first time a pope had 
participated in a Lutheran worship service. Prior to Vatican Il, Catholics were 
forbidden by canon law to participate in non-Catholic worship services. 


Vatican officials say that international 
dialogues are continually narrowing on 
faith issues, which none of the 
participating churches can easily modify 
without risking their religious identity. 


Topics on the Lutheran-Catholic 
agenda include the role of Mary in 
salvation, papal authority, apostolic 
succession, and the nature of the Church, 
said Father John Radano, an official of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity who handles relations 
with Lutherans. 


CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX dialogue 
is slowly moving toward discussion of 
papal authority, the only major doctrinal 
issue separating the two churches, said 
Father Eleuterio Fortino, unity 
secretariat official in charge of relations 
with the Orthodox. 


“In our dialogues we are setting up the 
elements to arrive at a discussion of the 
role of the pope. Our method is to find 
common ground and then see how this 
developed into differences,’’ said Father 
Fortino. 


Following this process, the forthcoming 
dialogues will focus on ordination within 
the sacramental structure of the Church 
and the role of apostolic succession in the 


sanctification and Unity of the people of 


God, he said. 


BOTH VATICAN officials said that 
Vatican II’s concept of collegiality — 
shared authority between the pope and 
the world’s bishops — and the subsequent 
decentralizing of church authority have 
been major aids in ecumenical relations. 


Prior to Vatican II the emphasis was 
not on shared authority but on the 
primacy of the pope. 


For Mr. Castro, the WCC general 
secretary and a Methodist minister, a key 
problem remains the ‘‘juridical, 
obligatory’? character of the papacy. 
However, he sees long-range possibilities 
for agreement in the concept of 
collegiality and its application to church 
structures. 


POPE JOHN PAUL outlined the 
current church position on ecumenism in 
a June talk to Vatican officials. He 
reiterated the Church’s ecumenical 
commitment but warned that for 
Catholics there could be no major out- 
ward signs of unity — such as regular 
joint Communion — with other Christian 
churches until a full unity in faith is 
achieved. 


He said that ‘‘does not mean putting a 
brake on the ecumenical movement,’’ but 
“avoiding letting it accommodate itself in 
easy solutions, which do not arrive at 
anything stable and solid.’’ 
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«|» Synod forecast: ‘surgery’ or collegiality 


NC News Service 


Should the upcoming extraordinary 
Synod of Bishops in Rome apply 
“surgery”? to problems in the post- 
Vatican II church or should the bishops 
examine how best to use collegiality, their 
shared authority with the pope? 

As the Nov. 24-Dec. 8 synod 
approached, church leaders had different 
views of what it should accomplish and 
what it should emphasize. 


FOR U.S. and Canadian churchmen, 
collegiality was the focus. 


A Brazilian bishop said ‘‘surgical 
measures’’ were needed to solve some 
doctrinal and disciplinary problems 
resulting from misinterpretations of 
council documents. Dissident French 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre said the 
meeting would take the Church closer to 
“‘self-destruction.”’ 


An extraordinary assembly of the world 
Synod of Bishops has fewer members than 
the regular synods that meet every three 
years. Participants will include top 
Vatican officials, presidents of bishops’ 
conferences, and special papal delegates. 


CANON 346 of the Code of Canon 
Law says an extraordinary synod is ‘‘for 
the purpose of dealing with matters that 
require speedy resolution.”’ 


Two U.S. church leaders, commenting 
on the upcoming meeting, said they 
disagree with negative views of the post- 
Vatican II Church. 


The teachings of Vatican II were ‘“‘a 
blessing’’ to the Church in the United 
States, said Bishop James W. Malone of 
Youngstown, Ohio, president of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


SPEAKING AT the U.S. bishops’ 
general meeting in Washington, Bishop 
Malone also said it is ‘‘dismaying’’ that 
some people are apprehensive about the 
synod. 


The previous week, Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin of Chicago told an audience at 
The Catholic University of America, 
Washington, that he had a positive view 
of the Church since Vatican II. The 
cardinal attended the last four regular 
world synods and is a member of the 
synod’s permanent secretariat. 


Both churchmen emphasized 
collegiality — the shared authority of the 
pope and bishops — and_ national 
bishops’ conferences. 


BISHOP MALONE said that ‘‘the 
council’s impetus to collegiality, and 
specifically to episcopal conferences, 
should be reinforced and developed.’ 


“‘The nature of the questions we face 
today — doctrinal judgments, pastoral 
adaptations, new needs of all sorts — 
requires a structure wherein to share 
experiences, establish priorities, and 
shape strategies,’’ Bishop Malone told the 
NCCB. 


Cardinal Bernardin told the university 
audience the synod ‘‘undoubtedly’’ will 
discuss ‘‘the future of collegiality,’’ and 
“one crucial dimension”’ of that is the 
Status and function of bishops’ 
conferences. 


THE CARDINAL said he could 
understand ‘‘legitimate concerns’’ about 
national conferences stifling the voices of 
individual bishops, ‘‘but I fear much 
more what would be lost if the capability 
to project a unified voice on both pastoral 
and policy questions were diminished.”’ 


The bishops of Ontario said that 
““national .conferences of 
bishops... should be accepted and 
supported as indispensable realities for 
the life of the Church. . . especially in 
dealing with national governments and 
for contributions to national life and 
culture.’’ 


In a report presented to the Canadian 
bishops at their general meeting in 
October, the Ontario bishops also said 
collegiality ‘requires a fresh emphasis.”’ 


AT THE same meeting, Archbishop 
Maxim Hermaniuk of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, head of Canada’s Ukrainian 
Catholics, said he would propose at the 
synod establishing a permanent legislative 
body drawn from the world’s bishops to 
decide church questions with the pope. 
Currently, the bishops have an advisory 
role in matters affecting the whole 
Church, and that is not truly collegial, 
Archbishop Hermaniuk said. 

“‘The Roman Curia would have the 
executive power’’ to “‘put into practice 
the decisions of the permanent synod,” 


Benedictines hold meeting 
at Clairemont convent 


CLAIREMONT — Ten members of 
the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, including the order’s prioress 
general from St. Louis, Mo., met Nov. 
6-13 at the Benedictine Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration here. 


The ten included the prioresses of the 
order’s houses in Clyde, Mo., Tucson, 
Ariz., and San Diego, as well as the 
prioress general’s four counselors and the 
treasurer general from St. Louis. 

THE GROUP discussed extending the 
council of the prioress general, said Sister 
Paula Thompson, prioress of the 


Benedictine Convent in San Diego. Also 
discussed was extending the council of the 
three prioresses. 


Sister Thompson said the Sisters 
“looked at social justice issues during the 
meeting,’’ such as sanctuary and feeding 
the poor. The 10 also talked about the 


needs of their Benedictine communities. 
The group meets two to three times a 


year, Sister Thompson said, adding that 
they used to meet four times a year before 
closing two priories recently. 

THE BENEDICTINES re 
“preparing for the general chapter 
meeting in 1986,’’ Sister Thompson said. 
The meeting will be held in St. Louis 
where the order’s mother house _ is 


located. At that meeting, the community 
will elect a new prioress general, she said. 
Voting for prioress is conducted in each of 
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he said. 


Retired Bishop Alexander Carter of 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, said a similar 
Proposal at the 1969 synod was “coolly 
received . . . it just died.’’ 

CARDINAL EUGENIO de Araujo 
Sales of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, said in a 
newspaper article that some bishops act 


““as if they could substitute’’ for the pope. ~ 


Cardinal Sales, one of several papal 
appointees to the synod, also said the 
Church should act decisively against 
errors by theologians and others, even if it 
draws public criticism. His comments 
appeared in the Vatican newspaper, 
L’Osservatore Romano. 


The cardinal said that since Vatican II, 
Latin America has experienced 
weakening of church unity, growth of 
religious sects, social injustice, and the 
development of Marxist ideologies. The 
synod should discuss those problems, he 
said. 


““SURGICAL MEASURES, not 
clinical measures, are necessary in many 
circumstances to correct in-a timely, 
clear, and efficient way the theological 
errors that are multiplying,’’ the cardinal 
said. 


On the bright side, he said Vatican II 
stimulated pastoral action and lay 
Participation, citing basic Christian 
communities as the ‘‘visible evidence of 


this positive transformation.” 


Basic Christian communities are small 
groups that meet for Bible study and 
prayer. 

THE PRESIDENT of the Philippine 
bishops’ conference, Archbishop Antonio 
Mabutas y Lloren of Davao, has said 
Filipino delegates to the extraordinary 
synod will recommend greater emphasis 
on lay formation through basic Christian 
communities. 


Cardinal George Basil Hume of West- 
minster, England, president of the 
English and Welsh bishops’ conference, 
has said the extraordinary synod will be 
too short to produce major results. 


“The synod is first and foremost an 
event to celebrate an anniversary”’ of 
Vatican II, and ‘‘not much time has been 
set aside for an adequate discussion in 
Rome on very many aspects of the 
church’s life,’’ he said at a London press 
conference. 


HOWEVER, ARCHBISHOP 
Lefebvre said the synod’s goal is ‘‘to 
exclude all judgment or crintly rejected 
the council’s teachings and has been in 
conflict with the Vatican. 


In 1976 Pope Paul VI suspended him 
from his priestly functions after the arch- 
bishop defied papal orders and ordained 
priests at a traditionalist seminary he had 
established in Econe, Switzerland. 


Conference. The District of Columbi 
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DESIGN APPROVED — This is an architect’s model of the planned Washington 
headquarters for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and U.S. Catholic 


'a Zoning Commission has given preliminary 


approval to plans for the new $20 million building with construction scheduled to 


begin next spring. 
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Grab the nearest fiction writer and ask 
the following question: ‘‘What’s the most 
difficult part of writing?’’ It’s very likely 
that the answer will be: ‘‘Getting the 
ending right.” 

Lots of people can write top-notch 
beginnings and middles for stories, but 
the conclusions often go awry. That’s why 
we remember great climaxes like Rick 
and Ilsa at the airport, Scarlet thinking 
about tomorrow, Hamlet being borne 
out, the door slamming on A Doll’s 
House, and O. Henry. 


THEREFORE, IT’S easy to spot the 
difficulty that sometimes afflicts the 
anthology series proliferating this season 
on television: they have trouble with the 
endings. ‘‘Amazing Stories’”’ and “‘Alfred 
Hitchcock’? on NBC and CBS’s ‘‘The 
Twilight Zone’’ frequently take the 
audience right up to the brink — and then 
can’t push them over the edge. The final 
scenes on those programs should produce 
‘oh wows’’ and ‘‘ah-hahs’’ from the 
viewers. Instead, they have tended to 
inspire little more than ‘‘so whats?”’ 


I. hope you have seen some of the 
episodes I am going to mention. The 
beauty of anthologies is also their 
nuisance when it comes time to review 
them: they have no recurring characters 
or scenes. When I critique a regular series 


Compromise 


WASHINGTON (NC) — Two 
parents’ organizations and the recording 
industry have reached a compromise on 
how to label rock music lyrics considered 
“explicit.”’ 

The agreement, announced Nov. 1 and 
praised on all sides as a victory for parents 


By James Brieg 
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and mention the main figures, you know 
what I mean if you have seen an episode. 
That isn’t so with an anthology, which 
offers different stories each week or, in the 
case of ‘‘The Twilight Zone,’’ two or 
three separate stories each time out. 


Let’s take the shows one at a time. 


e Amazing Stories: This is the much 
ballyhooed show produced by Steven 
Spielberg, who said it would offer ‘‘the 
bright side of the fairy tale.’’ I thought 
fairy tales were pretty bright to begin 
with, but I approached the series with a 
positive frame of mind anyway because I 
think Mr. Spielberg, with movies such as 
‘“‘E.T.”’ and ‘‘Raiders of the Lost Ark,’’ 
has brought back entertainment to the 
theater. 


However, he’s become Uneven Steven 
with this series. Consider the story about 
a young man from the Alamo who travels 


through time to modern San Antonio in 
search of help for the embattled frontiers- 
men. It’s a familiar plot (one that 
‘Twilight Zone’’ did to death in its 
original incarnation in the ’50s) and 
nothing new was added this time around. 
At first, I thought the tale might have 
something original to say about tourists 
who desecrate significant historical sites, 
but that notion soon disappeared into a 
cliche-ridden plot about modern police 
chasing a horseman from the past. 


The only ‘“‘Amazing Story’? I have 
liked so far was a humorous one about a 
teenager who became, literally, a 
magnetic personality. It was whimsical, 
fresh, and pointed. It delivered, but other 
segments have been dead letters. 


® Alfred Hitchcock: \’m a sucker for 
the fat man with the morbid sense of 
humor and the plot twists. Even though 
he’s dead, he appears in this series via 
newly-colored film from the original 
series he hosted two decades ago. 


Since the elements of this show have 
also been resurrected intact from the 
original series, it manages to keep the 
same ratio of successful endings of the 
Hitchcockiana I remember from my 


childhood. That means that the show 
sometimes has an ironic twist and some- 
times seems merely an exercise in 
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record albums. 

© Potentially offensive lyrics may be 
printed on the back cover of albums or on 
visible lyric sheets, enabling consumers to 
judge for themselves. Cassettes, which are 
too small to carry the lyrics, would 
contain a substitute statement, ‘‘See LP 
for Lyrics.”’ 


RECORDING ARTISTS whose 
contracts give them control over album 
cover design may ignore the 
understanding. 

No specific definition was adopted for 
‘‘explicit,’’ leaving record companies to 
decide for themselves. 


Members of the Washington-based 
Parents Music Resource Center ‘‘have 


creating a dark mood, hardly enough to 
warrant my donation of 30 minutes. 


© The Twilight Zone: In a previous 
column, I praised the opening episode of 
this series for being an illustration of two 
Bible quotations about conversion. That 
was surprising enough. So imagine my 
shock when a follow-up story was, in 
effect, a pro-life propaganda movie. 


In the segment, a woman chose a 
career over marriage and was haunted by 
the child she never had. The point was 
plain: human life is not to be discarded; 
each personality is unique and therefore 
sacred; and selfishness is ultimately 
destructive. 


Of the three anthologies I’ve dealt with 
here (‘‘The George Burns Comedy 
Week”’ is another, but I have not seen 
enough episodes to form an opinion), I 
like ‘*Zone’’ the best. It is consistently 
interesting and usually intelligent. It also 
offers enough stories per hour so that 
padding does not occur. Although it; too, 
has failed to ‘‘snap’’ some of its endings 
(a segment on Vietnam veterans fizzled), 
it has hit more often than the other two. 


That brings me to the end of. this 
column. Now, let me see: How will I end 
it? 


lyrics 


faith’’ that record companies ‘‘will make 
those judgments with the concern of the 
parents with younger children in mind,”’ 
said Tipper Gore, one of PMRC’s 
founding members and wife of Sen. 
Albert Gore Jr., D-Tenn. 


PMRC, FOUNDED last May by a 
group of influential Washington women, 
had spearheaded recent efforts to 
persuade the recording industry to 
restrain itself. 


Ann Kahn, president of the national 
Parent-Teacher Association, said her 
organization considered the agreement 
“a win situation for everyone who is 
involved.”’ 


PBS program probes 
creation of universe 


By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — Going back to 
the very beginning of time some 15 billion 
years ago is ‘‘The Creation of the 
Universe,’ a science documentary airing 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 9-10:30 p.m. on 
PBS. 


The program focuses on the search by 
scientists in a variety of disciplines to 
formulate a unified field theory — a 
single, compellingly simple law that will 
explain the behavior of all matter and 
energy. 


THIS IS no lightweight science 
program, but it proves not quite as 
formidable as the subject implies. One 
reason is that the approach is relaxed and 
finds some refreshing angles on the 
ultimate mysteries of the cosmos. 


Written and hosted by Timothy Ferris, 
an award-winning science writer who 
teaches at the University of Southern 
California, the program never bogs down 
in scientific minutia but keeps the viewer 
involved in the pursuit of the precise 
moment of creation. 


Central to the presentation is the 
question of God as prime mover. In fact, 
one of the scientists goes through St. 
Thomas Aquinas’s proofs of God’s 
existence. The program begins with 
Einstein’s statement that ‘‘God is subtle 
but not malicious so that nature, though 


difficult to understand, at the root ought 
to be simple and beautiful.’’ 


Einstein’s quest for that utterly simple 
idea that unifies all nature was a failure. 
This program shows how close science has 
come to finding it and it reaffirms the 
glory and the mystery that is creation. 


photo 
CREATIVE SPECIAL — Award-winning 
science journalist Timothy Ferris is the 
author and host of “The Creation of the 
Universe,’’ a PBS special that 
documents how some of today’s most 
exciting scientific developments are 
turning up clues to the origin and 
evolution of the universe. 
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Perfect 


Look at that anatomy 
The sweetest thing that could ever be 
Heaven knows she was made for me 
It’s the closest thing to perfect 
That I’ve ever seen. 


Refrain: 
She’s the closest thing to perfect 
That Ive ever seen. 


Ooh she’s an ideal lady 
She’s so well defined 
Ooh she’s driving me crazy 
She’s got those long lean streamlines. 


Look at that anatomy 
The sweetest thing that could ever be 
Heaven knows she was made for me 
It’s the closest thing to perfect that I’ve 
ever seen. 


I can’t believe what I’m feeling 
I’ve lost all control 
Girl don’t you know what you’re doing 
You got me burning up inside. 


Can’t explain what she does to me 
It must be some kind of chemistry 
Heaven knows it was meant to be. 
She’s the closest thing to perfect that I’ve 
ever seen. 


Repeat Refrain 


Listen precious 
You’re on my mind 
Ive got to have some time. 


Ooh you’re the ideal lady 
You got my heart and mind 
Girl you’re drivin’ me crazy 
You’ve got those long lean streamlines. 


Look at that anatomy 
The sweetest thing that could ever be 
Heaven knows she was made for me 
Repeat Refrain 


Can’t explain what she does to me 

It must be some kind of chemistry 

Heaven knows it was meant to be. 
Repeat Refrain twice 


Recorded by Jermaine Jackson 
Written by Jermaine Jackson, 
Michael Omartian, Bruce Sudano 
Copyright (c) 1985 by 

Gold Horizon Music Corp., 
Golden Torch Music Corp., 
Black Stallion Music, See This 
House Music, Sudano Songs. 


Briefs: RAD night, 
scholarship finalist 


ALCALA PARK — Terry Kennedy, 
catcher for the Padres, will speak on the 
Thanksgiving theme at RAD night 
scheduled for Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. in St. 
Rose of Lima Church, Chula Vista. 


Admission for the evening is a canned 
food item to be distributed to the poor in 
Tijuana. 


The youth group from the Church of 
the Most Precious Blood will Stage a 
theme-related skit. 


EE 


SAN DIEGO — Edward Nanale, St. 
Augustine High School senior, has been 
named one of 15,000 finalists in the 
National Merit Scholarship competition. 


He ranks in the top half of one percent 
of seniors in California who took the 
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test. 


Other factors which qualified Nanale as 
a finalist in the competition were his high 
academic performance, involvement in 
school and community activities, personal 
interests and goals, and his school 
principal’s recommendation. 


BILOXI, Miss. (NC) — Involvement 
in youth ministry programs is on the 
upswing because U.S. Catholic parishes 
are making teen-agers feel at home in 
parish life, Maggie Wilson Brown said at 
the biennial conference of the National 


Federation for Catholic Youth 
Ministry.(NFCYM) 
About 2,800 youths and youth 


ministers representing 55 dioceses in the 
eastern half of the United States attended 
the meeting Oct. 24-27 in Biloxi. Sessions 
covered death, sexuality and spirituality, 
global awareness, peer pressure, prayer, 
and worship. 


Brown, NFCYM’s executive director, 
called the trend a ‘‘welcoming ministry”’ 
and urged youths to use it in their daily 
lives so they become aware of the 
struggles of ‘‘their brothers and sisters 
throughout the world.”’ 


She said the move to ‘‘welcome’’ has 
been going on in Protestant churches for a 
long time. Because of the Second Vatican 
Council the idea is showing up ‘‘more 
and more at the forefront of Catholic 
parishes today.’’ 


The youth minister’s task is to help 
young people see the church as ‘‘a viable 
part’’ of their lives along with assisting 
them through their ‘‘turbulent teen 
years,’’ she said. 


The church has been through 20 years 
of renewal itself since the Second Vatican 
Council, and it takes a while for the new 
aspects to develop,’’ Mrs. Brown 
explained. ‘‘But this welcome ministry is 


HOSPITAL HALLOWEEN — Members at the University of San Diego’s Rotaract 
Service Club visited Mercy Hospital Oct. 31 to present gifts to patients on the 
pediatric floor and to make up their faces. From left: Stephanie Delaney, Rotaract 
president; Kim Ray, vice president; patient Katherine Burmeister of Mira Mesa; 
Anne Reid, secretary; and Susan Lebert. Rotaract officers and Lisa Smith also 
distributed treats at Holy Family School Oct. 30 for the CCD pupils’ Halloween 
celebration. Club members judged the best costume worn at the party. 


photo by Veronica Garcia 
COMPUTER LESSON — Michael Ick, a third grade student at St. Michael School 
in Paradise Hills, gives Dean Porter a few pointers about a computer game called 
minus math. The lesson was part of a Nov. 6 session during which St. Michael 
students shared their computer knowledge with the St. Michael senior citizens 
group. Third grade students gave a presentation before the seniors’ “hands on”’ 
computer lesson. 


Youth ministry involvement up 


happening, and it’s creating excitement 
on all levels in the church and particularly 
in youth ministry.’’ 

Auxiliary Bishop Daniel Walsh of San 
Francisco, episcopal moderator for 
NFCYM, said youth ministers must use 
“available and _attractive’’ ways to 
present to youths the church’s answers to 
complex issues. 


He said documents of the church ‘‘deal 
in all question areas’? and, with the 
“‘guidance of the Holy Spirit, interpret 
Scripture to apply to the modern world.’’ 

That approach differs from the 
fundamentalists’ view, he said, which 
comes from ‘‘a total dependence’’ on a 
literal translation of the Bible. 


Folk singer-songwriter Jerry Goebel 
called on youths to be a ‘‘small lighted 
candle’’ to bring light ‘‘that will seem 
bright to a world needing hope.’’ Goebel 
is a youth minister from College Park, 
Wash., and co-author of a retreat 
program called ‘‘Liturgy Alive.’’ 


He urged participation in the world to 
discover what the world is really like and 
to be aware that television distorts that 
reality. Goebel added that television 
commercials are often ‘‘put-downs’’ of 
youth. 


What teen-agers need to tell their peers 
is “‘not so much that they have to believe 
in God, but that God believes in them.”’ 


Father Don Kimball, executive director 
of Catholic Media Ministry in Santa 
Rosa, Calif., told the youths to confront 
the issues raised in today’s music and 
evaluate the messages. 


“Don’t you think God could have sent 
us these songs for a good reason?” the 
priest asked. ‘‘After all, we are what God 
does for a living. If our parents use prayer 
books, can’t we use songs?’ 


Bomb threat closes 
university in Rome 


ROME (NC) — Dominican-run An- 
gelicum University canceled classes 
Nov. 5 and 6 after a bomb threat had 
been telephoned to the school Nov. 4. 


A police search found no bomb. 


Dominican Father Jose Castano, rector 
of the university, declined to give further 
details of the bomb scare. The school is 
attended by students from several 
nations, including the United States. It 
specializes in theological studies. 


On Oct. 18, a bomb threat was 
received at Notre Dame International 
School, run by U.S. Holy Cross brothers 
in an outlying area of .Rome. The 
students missed 90 minutes of classes,”’ 
Brother Thomas Dzeicez, principal, said 
Nov. 6. 

Police who searched the school found 
no bomb, he said. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Nov. 10, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Msgr. Robert Callahan 
Celebrant 


Perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Church of the 
Most Precious Blood, Chula Vista. For sign up, call 422-2100 or 
425-5578. 

Tridentine Mass, Sundays and holydays, 9 a.m., Holy Cross 
Chapel. Celebrant: Msgr. Tullio Andreatta. Confessions and 
rosary precede Mass. 

PATRONS, a Catholic organization for separated, divorced 
and widowed, meets second and fourth Sundays, 6 p.m., St. 
Therese Church hall. Group offers. activities, companionship 
and support. Details: 292-8945 or 449-7155. 

Catholic Alumni Club, a diocesan-approved organization for 
single, college-educated Catholic men and women; group has 
social, religious, cultural, charitable and recreational activities. 
More: 295-5020 ext. 258. 

Sounds of Ireland may be heard Sat. afternoons, 3:30 p.m., 
on KMJC-91 (A.M.). Hosted by Dan Sorahan. Details: 
276-5974. 

Home-based living room retreats offered by Spiritual 
Ministry for Adults. Info: 279-9380. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, a support group 
for separated, divorced and widowed Catholics, meets every 
other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., La Sala Auditorium, San Diego 
Mission. More: 280-9225. 

Cursillo singles, a group for those who were never married, 
separated, divorced or widowed, meets Tuesdays, 7:15 p.m., 
Cathedral Club. Call: 579-0995. 

The Golden Era will return to the Immaculata in February, 
1986. Details to come. 

RENEW speaker, Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m., Church of the 
Resurrection, Escondido. Fr. Mark Campbell will speak on 
“The Ins and Outs of Catholic Marriage.’’ Free. Info: 
747-2191. 

Dr. Ralph McInerny, an educator and author, to speak Nov. 
14, 8 p.m., at USD’s Salomon Lecture Hall. More: 260-4714. 

Catholic Singles Club, bible study, Nov. 14, 7 p.m., Our 
Mother of Confidence parish, University City. Instructor: Fr. 
Burt Boudoin. Info: 695-9190. 

South Bay Youth Minister Deanery meeting, Nov. 15, 
7:30-8:30 p.m., Church of the Most Precious Blood, Chula 
Vista. More: 422-2159. 

Polka time dance, Nov. 15, 8 p.m.-midnight, Santa Sophia 
parish hall, Spring Valley. Music by Frank Rote and his 
orchestra from Cucamonga and Fontana. Donation: $4. 
Reservations: 465-9020 or 463-6162. 


Legal Notices $35, PRE-PAID 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
TELEPHONE 


CITY 


HOUSE PAINTING: Inside/ Outside. 
Excellent references low, low 
price. Call 260-8168. TFN 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnosis, 120/240 volt 
installation. Custom wiring and 

) lighting. Low prices. No job too 

=a small. Day or night — 7 days. 

TFN 


J & T CONSTRUCTION; brick, block, 
decorative walls & concrete work. 
Residential specialist. Free 


™ 222-1904. Call Robert estimate. 466-8442. TFN 


QUALITY EXTERIOR PAINTING & HOT 
PRESSURE WASHING. References 
and insurence, for free estimate 
call Erick 226-6275. TFN 


SECRETARY NEEDED Diocesan Office 
of the Superintendent 
Personable/Good appearance and 
phone skills. Type 60 wpm. Takes 
pride in professional quality work. 
Heavy - work load. Send cover 
letter and resume by 11/20 to: 
Diocese of San Diego, 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel radius of 15 miles to 
your home or hotel. Custom made 
to any size. Screens, doors and . 


solar screens. Fiberglass. Superintendent’s Office, Box 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs. 7 11277, San Diego, CA 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TFN 92111-0045. 11/14 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Ads Must Be Paid BEFORE Publication 


20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. 


CLASSIFICATION 


Catholic Singles Club, meeting, Nov. 15, 7 p.m., Our 
Mother of Confidence ‘parish, University City. Fr. Burt 
Boudoin will speak. Call: 695-9190. 

Luncheon/card party, Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., St. Mary 
parish, National City. Sponsored by St. Mary’s Altar Society. 
Donation: $3.50. Reservations: 474-1501. 

Luncheon/card party, Nov. 16, noon, St. Patrick parish 
hall, North Park. Sponsored by the Archconfraternity of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Reservations: 281-9455. 

Monthly Mass for peace with justice in Northern Ireland, 
Nov. 16, Blessed Sacrament Church. Rosary at 5:45 p.m.; Mass 
at 6 p.m. Corn beef and cabbage dinner follow. Cost: $5.50. 
Reservations: 276-5974. 

Chocolate tasting at Lawry’s in Los Angeles, Nov. 16, with 
St. Patrick’s Seniors. Cost: $25. Call: 282-7109. 

Workshop on “Finding God in Everyday Life,’’ by Spiritual 
Ministry for Adults, Nov. 16, 9:30 a.m.-6 p-m. Offering: $20. 
Lunch provided. Info: 279-9380. 

Adult education day, Nov. 16, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Manchester Auditorium, USD. Main presenter: Neil Parent, 
U.S.C.C. Department of Education. Fee: $6.50 in advance; $8 
at the door. Sponsored by the Office of Catechetical Ministry. 
Details: 574-6334. 

Priests vs. Police basketball game, Nov. 16, 7:30 p.m., USD 
gym. Sponsored by the San Diego Organizing Project. Proceeds 
benefit SDOP’s work with inner city neighborhoods. Info: 
236-9048. 


Country Christmas arts and crafts fair, Nov. 16, 10 a.m.-4 
p-m., St. Pius X Church, Jamul. Featuring a variety of 
handcrafted items and baked goods. More: 466-9389 or 
232-4442. 

Christmas fair, Nov. 16-17, Sacred Heart parish auditorium, 
Ocean Beach. Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-1:30 
p-m. Featuring craft, an afghan and quilt, and refreshments. 
Sponsored by.the parish altar society. Call: 224-2746. 

Holiday bazaar, Nov. 16-17, St. John parish hall, Encinitas. 
Hours: Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Grand prize 
drawing Sun. at 2 p.m. Sponsored by St. John’s Altar Society. 

Mother Teresa benefit concert, Nov. 17, 7:30 p.m., Our 
Lady of Grace Church, Fletcher Hills. The combined choirs of 
OLG will perform to raise funds for Mother Teresa’s work with 
the poor. Free will offering will be collected. More: 469-0133. 

Continental breakfast, Nov. 17, after all Masses at St. Mary 
parish, Oceanside. Hosted by Stella Maris no. 183, Young 
Ladies Institute. Proceeds benefit the St. Vincent de Paul 
Center. Call: 757-7075. - 

Thanksgiving dinner, Nov. 17, noon-5 p.m., St. Mary 
parish hall, National City. Donation: $3.50 adults; $2 children 
(includes turkey and all the trimmings). Sponsored by St. 
Mary’s Parish Guild. 


Secular Franciscans, Third Order, meeting, Nov. 17, 2 
p-m., parish center chapel, Mission San Luis Rey, near 
Oceanside. 

Czechoslovakian Mass, Nov. 17, 3 p.m., Benedictine 
Convent. Celebrant: Jesuit Fr. Jaroslav V. Popelka. More: 
295-1718. 


Deadline: Friday noon prior to issue ad is to appear in. Published on Thursday. 
Mail to: Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 
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noon Friday. 


MAY THE Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
adored, glorified, loved and 
preserved throughout the world, 
now and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
helper of the helpless, pray for 
us. St. Jude, worker of miracles, 
pray for us. Say this prayer nine 
(9) times a day. On the eighth 
day, your prayers will be 
answered. You must promise to 
spread devotion to St. Jude as 
well. D.G.L. 11/14 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 


dinner parties. 284-8405. TFN 


DPOVP OLD LIV? 


THANK YOU St. Teresa for all the 
favors you have answered for me. 
Please continue to help me. 


A.M.S. 11/14 


WILL FORMS, Make your own Will 
easily. Ready to fill in. Mail 
$3.95 (2 for $5.95) to FORMS, 


THANK YOU again Sacred Heart and 
St. Jude for your help. Please 
continue to help us. we need your 
support. K.M.C. 11/14 


Box 3609, New Haven, CT 
06525. 11/14,12/14,1/14/86 


Cost: 20 words or less $7.00, each additional word 35¢. Ads must be 
pre paid. Legal Notices $35 pre paid. Print or type your ad with 
name, address and phone number and send it to: Southern Cross 
Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. Ad deadline is 


Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites, Third Order, 
meeting, Nov. 17, Carmelite Monastery. Call: 444-4971. 

Open house to share their faith with others to be held at St. 
Pius X parish, Chula Vista, Nov. 17, 2-4 p.m. Brochures 
explaining purpose and background of church and furnishings 
and guides will be available. Sponsored by the parish RENEW 
group. Call: 421-8173. 

Distingued speakers series, ‘‘Building the Carl Jr.’s Empire 
on a $311 Loan,’’ by Carl Karcher, the restaurant’s owner, 
Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m., Manchester Executive Conference Center, 
USD. Cost: $15. Info: 260-4586. 

Sharon Siegan Memorial Lecture, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m., 
Grace Courtroom, USD School of Law. Guest speaker: Hon. 
Robert Bork. Sponsored by USD Law Alumni Association. 
Reservations required. Call: 260-4600 ext. 4457. 

Serra Club Board of Trustees meeting, Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m., 
St. Francis Seminary. 

Youth Ministry meeting, Nov. 20, 9 a.m.-noon, Our Lady 
of Grace parish, Fletcher Hills. 

Single Again, Mission San Diego de Alcala, meeting, Nov. 
20, 7:30 p.m., La Sala, San Diego Mission. Fr. Mark Campbell 
of the diocesan Matrimonial Tribunal will speak on ‘‘The 
Catholic Annulment Process.’’ Info: 280-9225. 

I Think I've Heard That Song Before at Lawrence Welk’s, 
Nov. 21, by St. Patrick’s Seniors. Cost: $28. Details: 282-7109. 

Distinguished speakers series, legal aspects of ‘‘Strategic 
Minerals and Scarcities Facing America,’’ Noy. 21, 5-8 p.m., 
More Hall, USD. Speakers: David Lindgren, chief attorney for 
the Department of Interior for the American Southwest, and 
James F. Davis, state geologist of California. Details: 236-2121. 

RCIA coordinator’s meeting, Nov. 21, 9:15 a.m.-noon, 
Our Mother of Confidence parish, University City. Topic: 
‘‘Adapting Liturgies to Baptized: Day of the Elect; Formation of 
Catechumenal Catechists.’’ More: 574-6311. 

Catholic Singles Club, bible study, Nov. 21, 7 p.m., Our 
Mother of Confidence parish, University City. Instructor: Fr. 
Burt Boudoin. Call: 695-9190. 

Benefit auction, Nov. 22, 6 p.m., Good Shepherd School, 
Mira Mesa. Over 200 items to be featured. Complimentary hors 
d‘oeurves, a no-host bar, door prizes and a drawing included. 
Tickets: $5 single; $7.50 couple. Info: 693-1522. 

Advent day of renewal, Dec. 7, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., All Hallows 
Church, La Jolla. Presentors: Janet Stanakis and Father R. 
Gerard O’Donnell. Cost: $5. Sponsored by diocesan Center for 
Liturgy and Prayer. Registration deadline: Nov. 22. More: 
293-3375. 

Family — the Adventure in Intimacy with Clayton 
Barbeau, Nov. 22-23, St. James Church, Solana Beach. Hours: 
Fri. 7:30-10 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-noon. Cost: $25 per family/$10 
individual. Info: 755-3848. 


Items for this column must be received in writing, on official 
stationery, by noon the Friday before publication on 
Thursday of the following week. We can not accept items via 
telephone. Mail to: Around the Diocese, Southern Cross, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, Calif. 92138. 


FOR SALE: Baby Crib w/mattress & 
bumper pad. Like new. $100.00, 
call 283-4012 after 5 p.m. TFN 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Flea bath for any dog 
$5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG’S WORLD, 3525 
30th St., San Diego, 260-8059; 


FOR SALE: 16 c.f. Upright freezer. 
Excellent condition. $185. Call 
Polly 574-6393 or 272-1895. TFN 


2869 Ridgeway Dr., National 
City, 267-2577. TFN 


LIFE NEWSLETTER is a prolife voice for 
San Diego area. Pleasae help us 
fight abortion. 12 issues $5. 
Write us for sample. P.O. Box 
19429, S.D. 92119 TFN 


TELEPHONE JACKS installed special 
$25.00. Telephone cords for 
boats and RV’s. sets available 
and repair service. 
276-4576. 11/14 
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Una respuesta a dudas y confusiones sobre T.d.L. 


Por el P. Luis F. Bernal 


Quisiéramos intentar alguna contestacién a la siguiente 
pregunta llegada en el correo: 


“Con motivo de la Instruccién (agosto 1984) del 
Cardenal Ratzinger, prefecto de la Congregacién Roma- 
na para la Doctrina de la Fe, numerosos medios infor- 
mativos publicaron que la Teologia de Liberacidn 
(T.d.L.) habfa sido ‘condenada completa y definitiva- 
mente por la Sede Apostdlica,’ y asi lo ensefan actual- 
mente.a los fieles muchos sacerdotes y lideres. 


“‘Un afio después (agosto 1985) se anuncia que el Padre 
Juan Luis Segundo §.J., est4 publicando un libro en res- 
puesta al Cardenal Ratzinger y en defensa de la T.d.L. 


“*Ademds, en noviembre de 1985 se reunird el Sinodo 
Romano extraordinario (representantes del episcopado 
catélico universal) que en su agenda anuncia tratar tam- 
bién de la Teologia de Liberaci6n. 


“Por ultimo, la misma instruccién del Cardenal 
Ratzinger en su predmbulo dice: ‘La Congregacién para 
la Doctrina de la Fe tratard el vasto tema (libertad-liber- 
acién) en documento posterior que evidenciard 
positivamente todas las riquezas doctrinales y prdcticas de 
la Teologia de Liberacidn’ (instruccidén, introduccidén, 
paragrafo 4). : 

“‘Por todo lo anterior entendemos que la Teologia de 
Liberacién no ha sido condenada por la Sede Apostdlica 
en la forma como se ha afirmado y preguntamos: :Qué 
debemos los catdlicos pensar y profesar respecto a esta 
teologia? ¢Cémo podemos aclarar Ia confusién que han 
sembrado numerosos medios informativos?”’ 


Respondemos 


En la instruccién titulada Sobre Algunos Aspectos de la 
Teologia de Liberacién la Congregacién Romana ha 
entrelazado casi de continuo dos lineas de pensamiento y 
ensefianza: una fpositiva sobre la necesidad, la importan- 
cia, las fuentes bfblicas, la raiz natural, los grandes 
valores...de la Teologfa de Liberacién; y otra linea 


Habra reunion para la 
continuidad del Encuentro 


IMPERIAL BEACH — Todos los que tomaron parte 
en el Encuentro Diocesano de San Diego en marzo de 
1985 y los coordinadores parroquiales de la pastoral estén 
invitados a una reunién en el Centro Padre Hidalgo (en la 
Quinta de Guadalupe) el 16 de noviembre de las 9 a.m. 
hasta las 2:30 p.m. : 


La reunion se enfocard en organizar-para la didcesis la 
continuidad (follow up) del Tercer Encuentro Nacional 
Hispano de Pastoral. Para mds informacién, llame al 


423-5312. 


NC foto por Al Antczak 
CONTINUA LA TRISTEZA — El Arzobispo Roger 
Mahony (izq.) de Los Angeles y el Cardenal Ernesto 
Corripio Ahumada de la Ciudad de México bendicen 
cuerpos de personas que murieron durante el 
terremoto en la capital el 19 de septiembre. Las 
victimas fueron sacadas de la ruina de una fabrica y 
lés pusieron en atatdes en la calle. El Arzobispo 
Mahony fue a México para darle al Cardenal Corripio 
$344,000 donado por la gente del Arquidiécesis de 
Los Angeles. 


analitica que advierte acerca de los peligros de malas inter- 
pretaciones y doctrinas contrarias a la fe, que ‘‘algunas”’ 
han introducido en ‘‘algunas’’ manifestaciones de la 


T.d-L: 


Procuramos analizar la instruccidén separando y sin- 
tetizando cada una de sus dos lineas para que el lector 
compare lo positivo y lo discutible que el documento 
anota sobre la T.d.L. y deduzca su repuesta a las con- 
fusiones existentes. 


Linea positiva: 

En la introducci6n dice el Cardenal Ratzinger que “‘la 
Teologia de Liberacion es una reflexién teoldgica de hoy, 
con nueva atencidn rica en promesas, sobre el Evangelio, 
mensaje de libertad y fuerza de liberacién. . La li- 
beracién es ante todo del pecado, pero reclama la de 
multiples esclavitudes culturales, sociales, politicas, 
derivadas del pecado y destructoras de la dignidad 
humana. . Esta Instruccién jamas desautoriza la 
auténtica ‘opcidn por los pobres,’ ni es pretexto para 
neutralidades indiferentes ante los urgentes problemas de 
la miseria e injusticia. . . . Hoy como nunca debe 
iluminarse la fe de muchos cristianos para el compromiso 
en la lucha por la justicia, la libertad y la dignidad 
humana. . . . Hoy como nunca la Iglesia condena los 
ataques € injusticias contra la libertad, doquiera se 
realicen, y lucha por los derechos especialmente de los 
mas pobres”’ (introduccidén, paragrafos del 1 al 6). 


Los capitulos I, II y III hablan de la ‘‘Aspiracidn de la 
liberacién’”’ y dicen que ella ‘‘es para la Iglesia uno de los 
principales ‘Signos Evangélicos de los Tiempos’ de am- 
plitud universal con grados diferentes.’’ Que es una “‘as- 
piracidn poderosa sobre todo entre los pueblos heridos por 
la miseria. 


“Esta aspiracién traduce la percepcidn de la dignidad 
del hombre, imagen de Dios, ultrajada por multiples 
opresiones politicas, sociales, culturales, raciales, 
econdmicas, etc. . La fuente de esta ‘aspiracién’ es el 
descubrimiento de la vocacidén de ‘hijos de Dios,’ que 
exige un justo desarrollo espiritual y material. 


““Varios factores (entre ellos el Evangelio) contribuyen 
a despertar la conciencia de los oprimidos. .y ya nadie, ni 
aun los analfabetos, ignora que la humanidad puede 
asegurar a cada humano un minimo de los bienes 
requeridos para su dignidad. 


“El escdndalo de irritantes desigualdades entre ricos y 
pobres (pafses y estratos sociales) ya no se 
tolera. . . . La ausencia de solidaridad y equidad en los 
tratos internacionales es ventajosa para los pafses indus- 
trializados, mientras frustra al III Mundo que acusa de 
explotacién y colonialismo. 


“La Sede Apostélica y las Conferencias Espiscopales 
no han cejado en denunciar el escdndalo de la gigantesca 
carrera armamentista que acapara lo necesario para 
remediar la miseria’’ (Cap. I, 1 a 9). 


Afirma el documento que “‘la aspiracién a la liberacién 
no puede no encontrar gran eco en todos los 
cristianos. . Asf nacid el movimiento teoldgico y 
pastoral de la Teologia de Liberacién en la América 
Latina marcada por el Cristianismo y luego en el III 
Mundo y en algunos paises industrializados. . La 
expresion “Teologia de Liberacidn’ designa ante todo una 
preocupactén privilegiada, generadora de un compromiso por 
la justicia proyectada sobre los pobres y oprimidos. 


“Esta aspiracién toca un tema fundamental en toda la 
Biblia; y por tanto la expresién “T.d.L.’ es plenamente 
valida en sf misma: designa una reflexidn teoldgica 
centrada sobre el tema bfblico de la ‘Libertad’ y sobre la 
urgencia de sus incidencias prdcticas’’ (instruccion, 
capitulo III, 1 a 4). 


Declara que ‘‘una T.d.L. correctamente entendida es 
una invitacién a los tedlogos a profundizar los temas biblicos 
esenciales, preocupdndose por las cuestiones urgentes 
planteadas a la Iglesia tanto en la aspiracidn actual a la 
Liberaciédn, como en los movimientos que la secundan 
mds o menos fielmente. No es posible olvidar por un 
instante la miseria draméatica de donde brota la interpelacién 
asi lanzada a los tedlogos.”’ 

Continuando en el capitulo IV, dice que ‘‘los Tedlogos 
de la Liberacién ‘tienen muy en cuenta el Exodo, hecho 
fundamental en la formacidén de Israel: liberacidn del 
dominio extranjero, de la esclavitud. Su sentido especifico 


le viene de su finalidad: fundar el Pueblo de Dios y el 
culto de la Alianza.’ Esta ‘liberacién’ jamés la olvidard 
Israel: los Salmos, los Profetas siempre recordardn 
vigorosamente la justicia y solidaridad; siempre juzgardn 
severamente a los ricos opresores, y tomardn la defensa 
del huérfano y la viuda; amenazardn con castigos terribles 
alos poderosos infcuos. La fidelidad a la Alianza no se 
concibe sin la justicia para con Dios y los hombres 
(inseparablemente); Dios es el defensor y liberador del 
pobre.’’ 


“Tales exigencias se radicalizan en el Nuevo 
Testamento (Bienaventuranzas): el amor fraterno 
universal es el fundamento de la vida social; no hay 
limites para reconocer a todos como prdjimos. En el pobre 
vemos la imagen del Hijo de Dios hecho pobre por 


a 


nosotros (Mt. 25, 31). Jestis es solidario con toda pobreza. ™ 


La justicia y misericordia del A.Test. toman en la Ley de 
Cristo un sentido nuevo: los que sufren se identifican con 
Jesus. Los ricos son severamente Ilamados a su deber 
(Sant. 5, 1). San Pablo subraya el'vinculo entre el amor y 
el compartir los bienes (I Cor 11, 17) y en Filem6n ensefia 
que la nueva libertad tiene repercusiones sociales 
necesarias. Hay estructuras infcuas (econdmicas y socio- 
politicas) que es necesario cambiar’’ (capitulo IV, del 1 al 
15). 

En el capitulo V se cita la voz del Magisterio sobre estos 
temas: “‘Para responder al actual desafio de la opresién y 
el hambre, el Magisterio ha despertado la conciencia 
cristiana sobre la justicia, la responsabilidad social y la 
solidaridad con los pobres y oprimidos. Mencionamos 
algunas intervenciones: Mater et Magistra, Pacem in Terris. 
Populorum Progressio, Evangelit Nuntiandi, Octogesima 
Adveniens, Gaudium et Spes. Del Papa actual: Redemptor 
Hominis, Dives in Misericordia, Laborem excercens; discursos 
sobre derechos humanos y liberacién de la persona 
(ONU, CELAM, Puebla, etc.). 


El Sinodo Romano (1971) traté el concepto cristiano de ~. 


liberacién y, en 1974, la justicia en el mundo. Se fund6 la 
Comisién Pontificia de Justicia y Paz. El Episcopado 
Latinoamericano record6 la urgencia de la liberaci6n cris- 
tiana y sus caminos, en Medellin (1968) y Puebla (1979). 
Hay innumerables sacerdotes, religiosos, l4icos luchando 
por aliviar las angustias de la miseria’’ (capitulo V, 1 al 
6). 

En el ultimo capitulo (XI “‘Orientaciones’’) la in- 
strucci6n insiste en que ‘‘su llamada de atencién a ‘ciertas 
teologias de liberacidn’ no es aprobacién ni atin indirecta 
a quienes contribuyen a mantener la miseria, se 
aprovechan de ella o quieren resignacidn o indiferencia 
ante ella. Por esto, se hace a la Iglesia un profundo Ilama- 
miento para que los pastores (obispos, sacerdotes, 
religiosos) consideren tarea perentoria responder a la 
atencion de los pobres..hasta el sacrificio . Los 
tedlogos colaborardn en espfritu de didlogo con el Ma- 
gisterio..acogiéndolo filialmente.”’ 


* * * 


La anterior sintesis de la Linea Positiva en la ‘‘In- ~ 


struccién’’ del Cardenal Ratzinger sobre Algunos 
Aspectos de la T.d.L. nos muestra claramente: 

© Que el Documento no condena a la Teologia de 
Liberacidn ni completa ni definitivamente. 

© Que por el contrario, le reconoce los inmensos 
valores que hemos citado extractandolos de la instruccion. 

© Que atin mas, ‘‘la Sede Apostdélica editard otro 
estudio sobre todas las riquezas doctrinales y practicas de 
la T. de Liberacidn”’ (introducci6n). 


© Que la instruccidn esta de acuerdo con los puntos 9 


basicos y esenciales de la T. de Liberacién (opcidn por los 
pobres, necesidad de lucha contra la opresién y la in- 
Justicia, reivindicacién de los derechos humanos para 
todos, evangelizacidn de todas las culturas, transfor- 
macion de las estructuras socioeconémico-politicas que 
sean injustas. Todo ello de acuerdo con el Evangelio de 
amor, justicia y paz que Cristo predicd.) 
* * * 


La otra linea — la hemos Ilamado analitica — que se 
entremezcla casi constantemente con la positiva, a lo 
largo del documento del Cardenal Ratzinger, es una 
continua ‘‘advertencia’”’ acerca de desviaciones y errores 
contra la fe, que ‘‘algunos tedlogos’’ han introducido en 
“algunas manifestaciones de la Teologia de Liberacién:’’ 


En proxima entrega haremos la sintesis y el comentario 
a esta segunda linea de la instruccion. 


= 


Se inauguré nueva Sociedad Guadalupana _ 


CHULA VISTA — EI Sr. Obispo Gilberto Chavez fue 
el celebrante principal de la Santa Misa de instalacién de 
nueva Sociedad Guadalupana en la Iglesia de la Preciosa 
Sangre, Chula Vista, el 9 de noviembre. 


E] Padre Eugene Fischer, pdrroco de la Preciosa 
Sangre, concelebré la Misa y el Didcono Gilberto 
Velarde, presidente de la Confederacién Guadalupana, 
fue el didcono de la Misa. 


Después de la Misa, hubo recepcién en el salén de la 
parroquia. 


Los oficiales de la nueva sociedad son: Socorrito 
Vasquez, presidente; Marfa Dacog, vice presidente; 
Maria Gonzalez, secretaria; Celia Kain, tesorera; Raul 
Vasquez, delegado de piedad; y Ruben Davalos, prensa y 
propaganda. 

Muchas de las presidentes de Sociedades 
Guadalupanas de otras parroquias estuvieron presentes 
para la ceremonia. La Mesa Directiva de la 
Confederacién Guadalupana también estuvo alli. 


La Confederacién Guadalupana es organizacién de Ja 4 


didcesis de la cual las sociedades son parte. 
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